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PREFACE. 


Beloved Brother, 
In sending forth unto the nations 


of the world the following pages, in a form whereby the 


humblest of our Brethren may possess themselves of it, 
I shall not know how. truly thankful to feel to Almighty 


God, if, upon a perusal of its contents, it may meet with 
that approbation which it is the wish of your humble 


brother it should do. Had I consulted my own private 


feelings and wishes I should not now have appeared upon a 


the public stage in the character of a publisher of any work 
(however valuable) which might have fallen into my hands: 
or been the production of my own mind. When Ifans’ 


poseessedfimyself of the work it wag 
kept it for my own private instructipm and edificatiqn never g 
for one moment did I think it would ever go forth from me” : 


in the form in which it now appears; but having shewa 


t many of my Brethren, sand it heving wih | 
approbation, they are wishful to possess themselves of it~ “@ 
also. Inow at their solicitation for the church, and for 
mankind in general, send it forth unto the world ;, and my 
heart's desire to God is, that the sublime truths contained 
in it may cause the hearts of the saints. to rejoice and the * 


wicked to see. The malice of the Jewish people in con- 4 


cealing it, by reason of Christ the righteous 
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Thou can teach thyself but he can 


Mr Gyored was and is intolerable: few, if any copies can be 


found in the ancient Hebrew tongue ; but thanks be to God 
it now comes forth in our own native language, without 
the accessary painting of eloquent speech, a mirror for 
Princes, a preacher for all christians, and a most wise, 


_ particular estate his peculiar property. Art thou a Prince, 
' @ magistrate, a ruler—let Judah rule thee. If thou 

~  thinkest upon manly courage he teacheth valiantness; if 
™ thou seek to govern aright, he willeth thee to fly tyranny ; 
Rif thou thirst after manners of life, he soundeth it out, that 
véin-glory, fornication, and discord, blemish, weaken and 
©. gt length utterly consume nobility. Let me proceed 


flutter andask a question: Art thou a Bishop, a Minister, a 


of Christ's birth, life and death? —Ifso, behold Levi 

thee 
‘better; thou speakest to others, hearken to him that talketh 
- to'thie of thy office, how holy it is, how honourable, the 
) @@ntemmers thereof how miserable, by whom began, conti- 


| léed and confirmed; of thy state of life, what and how it 


should be. To be short, of thy blessedness if thou art godly, 
| ‘wise and learned; of thine and their plagues where thou 
> Tivest, if wicked and ignorant. What should I say 


| more? ‘Look upon Jacob, O ye parents, peruse the twelve 
> godly fathers in time and order. Learn of him and 
= his to pray aright to God in the name of Christ for your 
By ehildren. And come you and your children and read, 


plausible, and ready schoolmaster for to apply to every 
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Arouse yourselves ye which are in darkness, and 


even as they are written. ‘The 


iv. 


brethren readily and rightly describe the blessed. path of 
righteousness, and the forlorn way of Belial, the one to'fly, 
the other to follow. Strive with Simeon the second brother’ 
to @roid strife. Take to thee Joseph’s cheerful 
nance, a perfect platform of a quiet mind. ‘Let not 
be set apart. Gather by him experience, that for a man 
to glory in his own works is sinful, and he who upbraid- 
eth another man’s vice standeth slippery. Sift the testa~ 
ment of Zebulon, resemble his rare charity in clothing’ the’ 
naked and feeding the hungry, known and unknown, as © | 
well strangers as his countrymen, View allthese,[ say | 
blindness and bigotry of the generation in which ye live, ~~ 


asunder the chains which bind you to superstition and ig- 
norance, that ye may be made partakers of the blessings _ 
which are here promised unto the faithful. The Lord’s ~. 
words fail not, and what he hath promised;that willhedo, 4 
book, as sure as light differeth from darkness so sure shalk —“@ 


away ; » theveSove whet is 


pages, or thy station in lifo be, B 


sty unto thee, acquaint thyself with God, lean hi will 
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-in.the fullness of time, e by the glorious company 
of Heaven, that thou may, have a share in the glory ind 


of, this world become. the Kingdoms of our 
Wn [reign with us world with 
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THE TESTAMENT OF JACOB... 


Made at hie death to hie Sons, the twelve Panaracer 


_ Jagab the,son.of Isaac, born, of Rebgeca in the year” 
of the world 2108, his father being threescore years of age, 
was a perfect.man, and. righteous, dwelling in tents, not 
given, to pleasure, and: hunting, as his elder brother—elder 
by. nature, not by grace. For the elder shall seryé the | 
he, thus. by, the. determinate, will of God and heavenly dis 
pogition,, which ordereth all things whatsoever, had, got 
considering, that the, slippery days of carnal copulation'did 
conceived murder in hig heart, and instituted a, birthday 
to Laban his mather’s brother, there honestly. 

wife, and quietly. to live, For matrimony: with- 
ont, consent, of parents, and due consideration. of either an 
Petty contracted as. it breedeth their digquietness, 
‘ provoketh God's displeasure, Jacob therefore, after long 
a trevel, being, placed with his uncle Laban, and serving him’ 
years in labour and pain (albeit he wae the auld 
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Party contracted, a it byeedeth their 


THE TESTAMENT OF JACOB. 


Made at his death to his Sone, he 


Jacob the son. of Isaac, born. of Reb¢eca in the year 
of the world 2108, his father being threescore years of age, 
was 8 perfect. man and righteous, dwelling in tents, not 
given to,pleasure, and hunting, as his elder brother—elder_ 


by. nature not, by grace. Kor the elder shall servé the 
younger, saith the, Lord, Why? not for that Jacob hag. 


so, deserved, but God had s0 appointed, Wherefore, when. 


he thus. by, the. determinate, will of God and heavenly dis 
pogition,, which ordereth all things whatsoever, had, got 
his brothers birthrright and his,father’s blessing, his parents. 
considering, that the, slippery days of carnal copulation did 4 
approach, and warily fearing his brother Kau, for. that be “7 
conceived murder in his heart, and instituted’ a, birthday 
to Laban his mather's brother, there honestly, | 

wife, and quietly to live, For matrimony. with- 

ont, consent, of parents, and due consideration of either. | 
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and what is more, his uncle's bone and flesh, and Lord of 


Canaan,) not arguing with himself as the ungodly children 
of this.earth, saying, “Shall I who am a free and wealthy 
man’s son be madea servant? Shall I be a drudge in my 


kinsman’s house, being sent to marry and not to serve ?” 


) ‘Had given him by Laban to wife for his good gervice (by 
|. . ‘which*God blessed that little which Laban had before) his 
two-daughters, Leah first, then Rachael, with their hand- 


Bilha-and Zilphe, of whom, according to the pro- 
‘tise: ‘made to him in Bethel, that his seed should be 


smultiplied, he begat twelve sons, twelve godly fashers of 
 ghe‘earth, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, 


Gad, Auber, Issacher, Zebulon, Joseph, and Benjamin — 


bi being Blessed of the Lord as well in“ children as 


‘eubstance, returned: again ‘to his native country, 
to live and there to die. But, be-. 
a ‘of God! after three and hg 

SOF Pharoab’s land, whom his brethren heretofore had sold. 
Where, when he had lived seventeen years and seen his 


‘his children, 
4 hold the divine 


a inofédse exceedingly, to ‘his great joy and comfort 
no doubt, especitilly as all the other countries about being 


bins oaid, “If I have found grace in thy sight, put thy 
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gtow into. mmltitade in the midst of the earth.” 
% as Joseph lifted his Father's hand from Ephraim to 
the elder, Jacob said, “Let it be, I know well my 
son, he'shall also be a great people, but his younger brother 


be-a: ‘greater: In thee let Israel bless and say, God 


make thee as Ephraim and Manassah.” After this, he faint- 
ing said: “Behold, Joseph, I die; God shall be with you 
 abring you again to the land of your fathers. More- 
" over, T give unto thee a portion of land above thy brethren 
Stich I conquered by ‘sword and bow of the Amorites. 
Aud come ye ‘hither also, O my children, that I may tell 


you'what ‘halt ‘come upon. you inthe last deys. Gather 


indignity and power, ncontant — thou shalt not 
in who in your wrath 
sléw @ man, and in your self-will digged down a wall; 


> etiteed be your wrath, for it was shameless, and your fierc- 


nee for it was cruel. I will — Jacob, and 
shall stoop ‘unto thee: as a lions whelp 
| silat thion come up from the spoil; thou shalt couch as a 
and fis a fionéss, who chall stir thee up? "The sceptre 


| all nations shall seek after him... 
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Thou shalt bind thy ass’s sole to the vine, and . thé 
‘ass’s colt to the best vine; thou'shalt wash garments 
in wine, and thy cloak in the blood of grapes. Thy eyes 
shall'be red with wine, and thy teeth white'with milk... 


Zebulon, thou shalt dwell by the sea-side, and thou — 


shalt be a havemfor ships: thy border shall beunto Zidon. 
Issachar, thou shalt be a strong ass couching down be- 


tween two burthens; and thou shalt see that rest is good, 


and that the land is pleasant, and shalt bend ef 
to bear, and shalt be subject to tribute: || 

Dan, thou shalt judge the people us ve ofthe tribes of 
Israel. Dan, thou ‘shalt be a serpent by the way, an 


adder by the path biting the horse’s heel, ‘o> that hiatal 


shall fall backward. ‘Then Jacob foreseeing in his mind 


the great calamity that should betide his posterity; come 
forting himself, resting in God's promise; cried outwith’ 
heart and mind “O Lord I have waited for thy salvation.” 

Gad, an host of men shall overcome thee, but thowrebiae a 


overcome at the last. © 


and he shall have pleasures for a king. oy US ee 


Naphtali is a hind sent fora present, 
Joseph is a flourishing bough by a well-side, the'gmalk —_- 
against him, and hated him, but his bow was‘made strong * 
his arms strengthened by the Almighty’ Ged ‘of Jacoby 
-\) But of him shall come an herdsman, a stone im. Israel, 
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hath helped thee, and blessed thee, with the blessings of 


the heaven, with the blessings of the deep beneath, with 
blessings of the breast and womb. The blessings of me, 


_ thy Father, that I give thee are stronger than the blessings 


that [had of my elders. Until the end of the hills of the 


~ world they shall be on thy head. * 


. Benjamin, shall ravine as a wolf, in the morning hé 
shall devour the prey, and at night divide the spoil. 

_ Now when | ehall be gathered to my people, bury me 
with my father in the field of Ephron, the Hittite, in the 
cave that is in the field of Macpelah, which is before 


~ Mamre, in the Land of Canaan, which Abraham bought 


with the field ofEphron the Hittite for a possession to bury 
in, where were buried Abraham and Sarah his wife, and 


_ and .the cave that is therein was bought of the children of 


Wien Jacob bad made an end of commanding all that 


‘| he would unto his sons, having lived one hundred forty 
_ andeeven.years, he plucked up his feet into the bed and 


quickly died. ‘Then Joseph falling upon his father’s face — 
and kissing him with tears, caused him to be embalmed 


=), by Physicians for the space of forty days, and mourned 
| for him three score and ten days. Who departing from © 


_. Egypt into Canaan, with noblemen of the land, in chariots — 
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THE TESTAMENT OF REUBEN, 
Made to his Children at hie death concerning the things that he 


| 
all the things which he gave in charge to his children 
before he died, in the 125th year of his life. Two years . 
after the decease of Joseph, his children and his children’s. . 
unto fiem— 
«My children, and go the wor. of- ny “And 
seeing there his brethren, Judah, Gad, and Asher, he 
said unto them, “lift me up my brethren, that lmaytell 
you and my children the things that I have hid inmy 
heart, for 1 am henceforth drawing to my long home. | 
Then standing up he kissed them, and weeping said, 
“Hearken my brethren and you my children, give hear to _ 
the word of your father Reuben: mark what I giveim 
charge to you. Behold, 1 command you-this day before... 
the God of heaven, that ye walk not in the ignorance of © 
and defiled the bed of my father Jacob. For Lassureyou, . 
me with a sore plague.in: 
te of coven monty. 998 
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me, because he was minded to have slain me. I was 
thirty- years old when I did this evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and seven ‘months was I sick to the death, and with 
a free heart didI seven years penance before the Lord. 
I drank no wine nor strong drink, no flesh came within 
my mouth, I tasted not any fine bread; but I mourned 
. for my sin, for it was great, and there shall none such be 
done in Israel. Aid now tmy sons hear me, that I may 
show ‘you whint I-saw concerning the seven spirits of error 
in my repentance. Belial giveth seven spirits against a 
man, which are the well-springs of youthful works: and 
works are done. The first is the spirit of life, wherewith 
F ‘is created’ his being. The second is the spirit of seeing, 
wherewith cometh tsting. The third'the spirit of hearing, 
. wherewith vometh earring. The fourth is the spirit of 
smelling, ‘wherewith cometh delight, by drawing in of the 
and by breathing again. The fifth is the spirit 
Bae, of speech, wherewith Knowledge is made. The sixth the 
. dered etrength, because the substance, of strength is in meat. 
entereth in the lust of pleasure. 
Ft thiv caine it i the lnst‘eretion andthe fist of 
youth, because it is full of ignorance, and ignorance 
a leadeth the younger sort as a blind person into the ditth; 
and ox to the stall. 
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| - women are doing; for if I had not seen Bilhs.:bathing 


spirit, which is of sleep, with whom is created. the wasting 

away of nature ‘and the image of death. With. these 

spirits are mingled the spirits of error, whereof the first is - 
the spirit of lechery, which lieth within the nature and 
' senses of man, The second spirit of unsatiableness, lieth 

in the belly. \’The third spirit of strife, lieth. in. the liver 
_ and choler. The fourth spirit is of bravery and gallantness, 
that the party may seem comely by excess. The fifth.ia 
the spirit of pride, which moveth a man to mind over great 
things or to think well of himself. The sixth is the spirit 
of lying or vain gloriousness, im boasting a man’s, self, 
and in desire to fill his talk concerning his own: kindred 
and acquaintance. The seventh is the spirit of umrighte- - 
ousness which stirreth up the affections that a. man. should 

perform the lustful pleasures of his heart: for unrighte-. 
ousness worketh with all the other spirita by taking guile 
unto him; unto all these spirits is matched theeighth — 
spirit which is the spirit of sleep or sluggishnessyin ertor 
‘the doctrine of their fathers, as befel me in my yonth, 
But now my children love the truth and that shall preserve 

you; hearken to your father Reuben, and let not youreyes =~ 
Tun a gazing after women, neither be ye alone: witha» | 
woman that je.mapried; neither do ye seek about what- “Gf 
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time. For whorgdom hath undone many men: and 
although » man be ancient or noble yet doth it debase him 
and make him a laughing-stock both before Belial and the . 
sons of men. But Joseph, because he kept himself from 
all seamen, spd. big thoughts fom all 
tian woman did much to him by using the help of witches, 
and by offering him various mixtures ; but the purpose of 

his mind admitted no poisome desire. For this cause the 
God of our fathers delivered him from all death, both seen . 
and unseen. For if fornication overule not’ your mind, 
neither shall Belial prevail against you : women are huft 
ful things, my sons, because that when they want power 
and strength against a man, they work cunningly to draw 
him to them by trains; and those they eannot overmatch 
in strength, they overcome by deceit. For the angel of 
the Lord which taught me, told me of them, that ‘they are 
overmastered py the spirit of fornication more than mén < 
are, and thet they are ever practising in their hears 
against.men ; first making of their minds to bist 
themselves, than shedding their poison inte them by sight, 
and finally eatohing them prisoners by their doings : for a 
women is net able.to enforce a man, therefore, my ‘sons, 
- flee fornication ; charge your wives and daughters that they 
trim not their heads, and will them to chastentheir looks ! 
every woman that depleth deceitfully in these 
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flood: as soon as they saw them, they fell in love one 


_ with another, and conceived a working in their minds, and 
turned themselves into the shape of men, and appeared 
to them in their companying with their husbands; and 
the women by conceiving the desire of them in the imagi- ~ 
nation of their mind, brought forth giants. For the 


watchers appeared unto them of height unto heaven. There- 


fore keep yourselves from fornication ; and if ye intend 
to have a clean mind, keep yourselvee from all women, 


_ __ and forbid them likewise the company of men, that they 
also haveclean minds. For although continual com- 


panyings do not always work wickedness, yet breed they 


s incurable stings to them, and to us everlasting shame 


_ before Belial, because fornication hath neither understand- 
. ing nor godliness in it, and all enviousness dwelleth in the 
_ desire: thereof, and for that cause shall ye envy the children 
_ of Levi, and seek to be exalted above them, but ye shall not 


a be able to compass it, for God will avenge them, and 


you shall die a dangerous death ; for unto Levi and Judah 
hath the Lord given the sovereignty ; and unto me, and Dan, 
and Joseph hath he granted to be princes with them. 
- Wherefore I charge you, hear Levi, for he shall know the 
law of the Lord, and deal forth judgment, and offer sacri- 
fices for all Israel, till the full time of Christ the chief priest, 
_because the Lord hath spoken it. I charge you by the 
God of heaven, that each of you deal faithfully with his — 


_ meighbour, and stick unto Levi in humbleness of heart, | 


that ye may receive blessing at his mouth : ee 
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bless Israel and Judah. (tod hath chosen Judah to be 


king of all people, wherefore worship you his seed, for 
he shall die for you in battle, both visible and invisible, 
shall reign over you world without end.” 


Gg them, died: then they put him in a coffin, and carrying 
him out of Egypt, buried pre tralieencendlin in the double 
eave where his fathers slept. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF SIMEON, 
: | Made to his Children at hie death, concerning Envy. 


The copy of Simeon’s words which he spake unto his 
sons at his death in the 120th year of his life, in the year 
that Joseph died. For they eame to visit him upon his 
death bed, and he sitting up kissed them, saying, “ Hearken 
my children, hear me your father Simeon, whatsoever I 
havejin my heart. I am my father Jacob’s second son, and 
lieard» her, prayer. I became very mighty. I went 
through with my doings and was not afraid of any thing 
_ For my heart was stout, my mind immovable, and my 
_ . stomach undiseourageable: for hardiness is given of the 
F ‘ most/high into men’s souls and bodies. In those days I 
"envied Joseph, because my father loved him! I hardened 
my heart against him to kill him, because the prince of 
error, sending forth the spirit of envy, so blinded my mind 
that I could not take heed to spare my , father Jacob. But 
his God and the God of his fathers sending his angel, did 
rid him out of my hands. For while I went into Shechem 
to carry fare for our flocks, and Reuben into Dathan 
_ where all our necessaries were laid up in store, our 

_ ‘brother Judah sold him unto the Ishmaelites: and there- 


fore when my brother was come again, he was sorry, for... © 
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he intended to have conveyed him safe again to our father, 
But I was angry with Judah for letting him go alive, and 
bare him a gridge five months after, howbeit, God letted me 
and restrained the working of my hands, for my right hand 
was half withered up for seven days together. Then did 
I perceive ( my sons ) that that befel me for Joseph’s sake : 
whereupon I repented soon after, and besought the Lord 
to restore my hand, and I would abstain from all rancour, 
enyy, and folly, for I knew I had conceived:a wicked — 
thought against the Lord, and against: nen 
my brother Joseph’s sake, whom I envied.” iia 
“Now therefore my children keep 
spirit of error and-envy. For envy overruleth the mind 
of every man, suffering him not to eat or drink in: rest, or 
to do any good thing; and is always egging him to:slay | 
the party whom he envieth, and pining away at his pos- 
fasting in the fear of the Lord, for I knew that the way to 
deliver me from envy was the fear of the Lord. If a 
man fly unto the Lord, the wicked spirit fleeth from him, so 
as his mind becometh meek, and ifspiteful he becometh 
pityful, bearing no grudge towards such as love him, and 
80 his envy ceaseth. And because my father saw me sad, 
he asked me the cause of it. To whom I lied saying, I 
have a pain in my stomach, for I was sorriest of all my 
_ brothers, for that I had been the cause of Joseph's selling 


into Egypt.» And when I came into Egypt and was put 


\) Sifi;prison by him as a spy, then I perceived that I was justly 
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punished, and L was not sorry for it. But Joseph being 
a good man, and having God’s spirit in him, and being full 


of pity and mercy, minded not todo me any harm, but 
loved me as well as my brethren. . Therefore my children 


fingleness of mind and good conscience, after the example 


of your father's brother, that God may give you grace, 
glory, and blessedness upon your heads as. you see in him. 
Of all the days of his life he did never cast us in the teeth 
with it, but loved us as his own soul, and more then his 
corn abundantly. You, therefore, my children, love ye one 
another with a good heart and put from you the spirit of 
envy, for it maketh a man’s soul to grow savage, marreth 
- his body, breedeth wrath and war in his thoughts, setteth 
his blood on fire, driveth him out of his wits, and suffereth 
_ «mo reason to bear any sway or rule. Moreover it taketh 
_ away his sleep, disquieteth his mind, and maketh his body 
to tremble. For even in sleep some spice of mmagined 
malice gnaweth him, cumbering his soul with spirits of 
with trouble; and appearing unto men as it were with 
@ pernicious spirit and pouring out of poison. There- 
fore was Joseph fair of face and beautiful and comely to 
behold, because no wicked thing dwelt in him, for he had 
& countenance .clear from cumberance of mind. And 
now, my children, let your hearts be’‘meek befare the Lord, 
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with God and man: and beware that ye fall not to whore- 

dom. For whoredom isthe mother of all naughtiaess 
separating a man from God, and sending him to Belial. 
For I have seen in Enochs writings, that you and your 
children shall be corrupted with whoredom, and do Levi 
Levi, because he shall fight the Lord’s battles and take all 
your tents, and very few shall be divided in Levi and 
Judah, for he shall be your captain, as my father Jacob 
prophesied im his blessings. Behold I tell you all these 
things aforesaid, that I may be clear from the sin of your — 
souls. Now, if you put from you all envy, and all stiff- 
neckedness, all my bones shall flourish as a rose in Israel, 
and my flesh ‘as ‘a hilly m Jacob, and my favour shall be 
as the scent ot Lebannon, and my holy ones shall be mul- 
tiplied as the cedars for ever, and their boughs ‘shall 
spread out in length fur evermore, Then shall the seed of 
Canaan perish, together with all the remnant of Amelek. 
All the Cappodocians shall perish, and all the Seythians 
shall hikewise be destroyed. Then shall the land of . 
‘Chumsail and all the people go ‘to wreck. “Then shall 
the earth rest from trouble, and all men under ‘heaven 
from war. Then shall Sem be glorified, when the great 
Lord God of Israel appeareth upon earth as a man, to 


save Adam in him. Then shall the spiritsof error be. 


trodden under foot, and men shall reign over hurtful fiends. 
, —— in joy, and bless the highest in his 
BO. “works ; for God taking a body upon him, and 
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shall the saving health of God spring unto us. For the 
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eating with men, shall save men. And now my children 
obey Levi, and ye shall be delivered by Judah; and ad- 
vance not yonrselves before these two tribes, for of them two 


Lord shall set up, of Levi, the prince of priests, and of Judah 
the king of kings, God and man. So shall he save all 
the Gentiles, and the offspring of Israel. For these things 
sake I charge you to command your children to keep 
these things throughout all their generations.” 
commandments to his children, slept with his fathers, 
when he was at the age of one hundred and twenty years. 
And then they laid him in a coffin of wood that rotteth not, 
that they might carry his bones again into Hebron, and they 
conveyed him privily in the war of the Egyptians, for 
the Egyptians kept the bones of Joseph in the kings 


| treasury, for their enchanters told them that whensoever 


Joseph's bones were carried away, there should be such 


‘a plague of mist and darkness among the Egyptians, as 
one brother should not know another, no not even by torch- 


light. And Simeon’s children bewailed their father accor- 


- ing to the law of mourning, and ‘Continued in Egypt till 


the day of their departing thence under the hand of 
Most 
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THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI, 
Made to his Children at his death, concerning Priesthood. . 


The copy of Levi's words, namely, whieh he spaketo — 
his children concerning all the things which they should 
do, and which should happen to them unfil: the day of 
judgment. He was in health when he called them unto 
him, for he knew before when he should die. So when 
they were come together he said unto them — 

“T Levi was bred and born at'Padan-arum, and after- 
wards came with‘my father mto Shechem ; I was at that 
time but young, about twenty years-old, when I helped my 
brother Simeon to revenge my sister Dinah against Hamor, 
Now as we-were feeding our flock in Abelmuel,:the spirit 
of the understanding of the Lord eame upon me, and I saw 
all men undermming their own ways, and how  unrighte- 
ousness had built herself a fortress, and wickedness sat 
upon the throne thereof. And Iwas sorry for mankind, 
and ‘besought the Lord to save them. Then there fella: 
sleep upon me and I saw a very high mountain: ‘it was 
the mountain of Aspis in Abelmmel. And behold the 
heavens opened, and the angel of God said unto me, “Levi 
come hither ;’ and I went from the first heaven to the se- 


cond, and there saw the water hanging between the.one 
p53; wand the other. And I saw the third Heaven much brighter 
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than either of them: for the height thereof was infinite. 
And I said to the angel, what meaneth this? And 
the angel answered me, “Marvel not at these things, for 
thou shalt see four heavens still brighter and without 
comparison when thou comest up to them. For thou 
_ shalt stand by the Lord, and be his minister, and utter his 
secrets .unto men, and preach of the deliverer of Israel 
who is to come: by thee and by Judah the Lord will — 
appear to men to saye all mankind in them. Thy life 
‘shall.depend upon the Lord, by him shalt thou have thy 
fields, vineyards, fruits, gold and silver. Therefore heark- 
en as touching the seven heavens. The lowest is most 
lowering because it is nearest to all the unrighteoustiess of 
men. The second hath fire, snow and ice, prepared by 
the Lord’s appointment against the day of his rightful 

- judgment. In it are all the spirits of vengeance for the — 
punishing of the wicked. In the third are the powers of 
-hosts ordained against the day of judgment, to take ven- 
geance upon the spirits of error and Belial. In the fourth 
“above these, are the saints: for in the higher places dwell- 
eth great glory in the holy of all holies above all holiness. 
Inthe next unto this are the angels that serve in God’s 
presence and seek his favour in all the ignorance of the 
aighteous. They offer tothe Lord the sweet savour of a 
reasonable service, sacrifice without blood. _In the other, 

thatis under this, are the angels that bring answers fromthe | 


angels in God's presence... In that which is above are the 
# thrones and potentates, wherein is continual ‘offering up 
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of hymns unto God. Therefore whensoever the Lord 
looketh upon us, all of us are moved ; yea, and even hea- 


ven and earth, and the bottomless deep are moved atthe ~~ 


sight of his greatness, but the children of men being wit- 
lesa shall sin and provoke the highest unto wrath: Now 
therefore understand that the Lord will execute judgment 
upon the children of men, because that men will still 
continue in unbelief and unrighteousness, even when the 
same shal] cleave assunder, the sun be darkened, the waters 
dried up, the fire quake, and all creatures troubled at the 
fainting of the invisible spirit, and the spoiling of hell 
in the passion of the highest: therefore shall they be 
condemned to punishment. The highest then that heard 
thy prayer to separate thee from unrighteousness, and to 
make thee his son and servant, and a minister in his pre- 
sence, a lantern of knowledge to enlighten Jacob thoroughly 
and to be as a day sun amongst the children of Israel ; 
and unto thee and thy seed shall the power of blessing be 
given, till God visit all nations in the bowels of the 
mercy of his Son for ever. Nevertheless, thy sons shall 
lay their hands upon him to crucify him, and for this cause 
is wisdom and understanding given unto thee, to give thy 
children knowledge of him, because if they bless him, they 
his sight. 

And the angel opened me the gates of heaven, and I 


_ saw the holy temple and the highest sitting on the throne — : 


of glory, and he said unto me: a 
c 2 
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' blessings of the priesthood, till I come myself to dwell im 
the midst df Israel. ‘Then the angel’ brought me down 
tothe earth and gave me a shield and a sword, saying, 
“Execute vengeance in Shechem for Dinah, and I will 
be with: thee, for God hath sent me. And at that time I 
lew the sons of Hamor, as it is written in the tables of 
heaven. And said unto him, Lord I pray thee tell me 
thy mame, that | may call upon thee in the time of my 
trouble: And he answered, “I am an angel which ex- 
euseth Israel that he might not be stricken for ever, because 
all wicked spirits lie in wait for him.” Afterwards, being 
waked as it were from sleep, | blessed the most high, and 
the wngel that exeuseth the offspring of Israel, and all 
vighteous men. And when I came to my father, I found 
~tn asp of brass, whereupon the hill took the name of 
~~ Aspis, which is hard by Gebar, on the right side of Abila. 
AndT laid up these sayings in my heart,-and I councelled ; 


‘nly father and my brother Reuben to persuade the sous of — 


Hamior to be cireumeised, because I was zealously grieved 
‘for the abomiuation which they had wrought in fgrael. 
For first of all I killed Shechem, and then Simeon killed 
city with the éedge of the sword. When my father heard 
of it he wasdngry, because they had received circumcision, 
“and were killed afterwards, and therefore he dealt other- 
Jwies with us in ‘blessing. For we sinned in doing it 
‘against his will;.and he fell sick the same day.° But I . 
eiew then the Lord intended evil to the Shechemites. | 
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23 
because they had purposed to have done the like unto 
Sarah as they did -unto our first sister, Dimah ; but Ged 
letted them. And they persecuted our father Abraham 
(as then a stranger) and carried away his cattle, and fur- 
thermore did beat Jeblao-very sore, who was born in his 
house. After the same manner dealt they with all other 


strangers, taking away their wives from them by force, 


and driving the men themselves out of their country. 
For which cause the wrath of the Lord came upon them 
inthe end. And I said to my father: Sir, be not offended, 
for God will bring the Canaanites to nothing before theey 
and give their land unto thee and unto thy holy one after 
thee. or from henceforth Shechem shall be called the 
city of fools, beeause that as men do scorn fools, so have we 
scorned them for their working. of folly in ~Israel,—in 


taking away our sister for to defile her. Then came we 


into Bethel, and there, when I had sacrificed three-score 
and ten days together, I saw the thing again as I had seen 
before; and I saw Seven men in white raitient, saying 
unto me, “ Up, put on the stole of priesthood, the crown 
of righteousness, the reasonal of understanding, the robe 
of truth, the breast-plate of faith, thie mitre of holiness, 


and the ephod of prophecy.” And so-every of them 
bringing something with him did put them upon me, saying, 
“ Be thou henceforth the Lord’s priest, thou and'thy seed. 


for evermore.” The first of them ‘anointed me with-holy 
oil, and gave me the sceptre of judgment. ‘Fhe second 
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wine, that is, with the Holy of Holies, and clothed me 
with a glorious robe down to the ground. The third did 
put on me a silken garment like to anephod. The fourth 
girded me with a girdle like to purple. The fifth gave 
unto me an olive bough very full of fatness. The sixth 
did set the.mitre of priesthood upon my head. The | 
seventh filled my hands with incense, to the intent I should 
execute the office of a priest unto the Lord. And he said 
unto me, “Levi, unto three principal things is thy seed 
appointed of God; namely, to be a sign of the glorious 
Lord that is to come, and che that believeth shall be the 
first the great lot shall not fall upon him. The second 
- hall be in priesthood, and the third shall have a new 
name, because a king shall rise up in Judah, and renew 
my priesthood according unto the figure of the Gentiles, 
among ail nations. But the coming of him is unutterable 
as who shall be the prophet of the highest, born of our 
father Abraham. All the pleasant things of Israel shall 
be given unto thee and to thy seed; and you shall eat 
_ all that is fair to see to, and thy seed shall distribute the 
Lord's table, and of them shall be high-priests, judges, 
| and scribes ; for in their mouth shall the holy things be 
_ kept.”* When I awoke, I perceived that this vision was 
like the other, and I laid it up in my heart, and shewed it 
_ Bot unto any man living upon the earth. The first two 
_ days I and Judah went to our grandfather Isaac, and he 
blessed me according to all the sayings of the visions — 
that I had seen; but he would not go with us to Bethel 
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But when we came to Bethel, my father Jacob saw in # 
vision concerning me, that I should be their priest before. 
the Lord. And he arose in the morning and tithed all 
things to the Lord by me. Then came we to Hebron to 
dwell there, and by and by Isaac called me to expound — 
the law of the Lord according as God’s angel had shewu » 
jt to me; and he taught me the law of priesthood, sacri- . 
fices, burnt-offerings, firstlings, free-will offerings, and 
offerings for health. Every day he taught me understand-. 
ing, and called upon me continually before the Lord, say- 
ing, “ My son, give no ear to the spirit of fornication, for 
_ he will follow thee and defile the holy things by thy seed. . 
‘Therefore, take thee a wife in thy youth, such a one as 
hath no blemish nor uncleanness, nor is of the kindred of 
the Gentiles. And before thou enter into the bodies— 
wash: and likewise, ere thou sacrificest, and also when. 
thou hast done, offer unto the Lord the fruits of the twelve 
trees that are ever green, as my father Abraham taught 
me to do: and the fruit of all clean beasts, and of clean 
fowls offer thou in sacrifice: likewise offer up thy first- 
born of all things, and the first fruits of thy wine, and 
sprinkle thy sacrifice with salt. Now, therefore, my sons, 
keep ye all the things that I command you; for what- 
-soever I have heard of my fathers—that have | told unto. 
you. I am clear from all the wickedness and sin which 
you shall commit to the end of the world. . Ye shall work 
wickedness against the Saviour of the world, and ye shalh 
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“Lond, and desling wickedly with him, 90 that Jerusalers 


shall not continue, by reason of your naughtiness. The 
veil of the temple shajJ be rent asunder to discover your 
foulnese, and ye shall be scattered as prisoners among the 
heathen, and be scorned, cursed, and trodden under foot. — 
Nevertheless, the house which the Lord shall choose shall 
be called Jerusalem, as the Book of Enoch the righteous 
containeth.” Therefore, when Iwas twenty and eight 
years old, I took a wife whose name was Melcha, and 
she conceived and bare me a son, and called his name 
Gershon, because we were but strangers in the land— 
for Gershon signifieth banishment. Now I knew of him 
that he should not be of the chief degree. The second 
‘was Koath, who was born in my five and thirtieth year. 
I saw a vision eastward, how all the congregatiou stood 
up aloft, and therefore I called his name Koath, which © 
-Signifieth the beginning of greatness and learning. The 
third was Merari, who was born im the fifty-fifth year of 
my life; and because his mother was hardly delivered of 
him, she calle1 his name Merari, which is as much asto — 
_ say=—may bitterness. And in the sixty-fourth year of my 
life was miy daughter Jochebed born in Egypt: and so 
was I honourable amongst my brethren. Also my son 
Gershon took him @ wife, who bare him Lybni and 
 Schimi, The sons of Koath were Amram, Yshvat, 
| ‘Hebron, and Uziel; and the sons of Merari were Mahali. 
and Mushi. In the ninety-fourth year of my life, Amrom 
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were born both on a day. I was eight years old when I 


entered into the land of Canaan, and eighteen years old 
when I entered into the office of prtesthood. At eight and 


twenty years I took a wife, and at forty years old [ entered~ 


into Egypt, and behold ye be my children’s children m the 
third generation. Joseph died in the hundred and tenth 
year. And now my children, 1 warn you, fear the Lord 
your God with al] your heart, and walk plainly in all 
things, according to his law. Moreover, bring up your 
children: in learning that they may have understanding by 
reading the law of God without ceasing all their life long. 


For whosoever knoweth God’s law shall be honoured ; 


and go wheresoever he will, he shall be no stranger: also 


he shall have more friends than his forefathers. had, and © 


‘many shall be glad to serve him, and to hear the law at 
his mouth. My sons, deal rightfully upon earth, that you 
may find heaven, aud sow good things in your minds, 
that you may find them in your life: for if ye sow evil 
things, ye shall find and reap all manner of cumbrance 
and trouble. Get ye wisdom in the fear of God, for if 


captivity come, and cities and countries be destroyed, 


gold and silver and all possessions perish ; but none can 
take away the wise man’s wisdom save only the blindness 
of ungodliness and six. For his wisdom shal] become a 
shield'to him among his enemies, and make. a} strange 
country to be as his own home, and cause him to. find 
friendship in the midst of his foes. If he teach and do 
euch things, he shall sit with kings, as did our brotlier 
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Joseph. And truly, my children, I know by the writings 
of Enoch, that in the end ye shall do wickedly, laying Jal 
your hands most spitéfully upon the Lord; and through 
you, your brethren shall be confounded, and made a scorn- 
ing stock to all nations. Howbeit; our father Israel is ' 
clear from the wickedness of the high priests, which shall 7 
lay hands upon the Saviour of the world. The heaven 
‘above the earth is clean, and you be the lights of the 
heathen, as the sun and the moon. What shall all the 
heathens do if you be over-darkened with wickedness, 
. nd bring cursedness upon your country folk, for whose 
sdkes the light of the world is put into you to enlighten 
all men withal’? This light of the world shall you most 
wilfully steal, and teach commandments contrary to the 
righteousness of God. Ye shall purloin the Lord’s offer- 
ing, and filch away pieces of it. Before you do ‘ydlr 
sacrifices unto the Lord ye shall steal away the 
choicest things and eat them disdainfully with harlots, 
teaching commandments of covetousness. Ye shall 
_ defile married women, and enforce maidens in Jeru- 
salem; you shall match yoursel¥es with whores and har~ 
_ Tote, you shall take the daughters of the heathens unto 
_ mungling shall be like unto Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
you shall be swollen with wickedness in the priesthood, 
boasting’ yourselves against men, but also being puffed up = 


> 
‘ 
98 
; | 
‘ 
> 
5 


and swollen with pride against the commandments of God. _ 


For this cause shal] the temple which the Lord shail have 
chosen be undoubtedly left desolate in uncleanness, and 
you yourselves become captives to all nations, and be 
loathed and abhorred among them, and receive endless 
shame and confusion through God’s rightful judgment ; and 
all that see you shall shun you; and were it not for our 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, there should not one 
of my seed be left upon the earth. Furthermore, I know 
by the book of Enoch, that ye shall go astray by the 
space of threescore and ten weeks, and defile the priest- 
hood, stain the sacrifice, destroy the laws, despise the 
sayings of the prophets—frowardly persecute righteous 
folks,—hate the godly—abhor the sayings of soothfast 
men, and call him heretic that goeth about to renew the 
law by the power of the highest ; and in the end ye shall 
kill him out of hand as ye think, not knowing that he 
shall rise again, and so shall ye receive his innocent 
blood wilfully upon your own heads. Fox his. sake shall 


your holy places be left desolate, which you shall have’ 
defiled. even by utter forswearing, and your dwelling shall 


not be clean, but you shall be accursed among the heathen, 
and despair shall vex you till he visit you and mercifully 


receive you through faith and water. And forasmuch - 


as ye have heard of the threescore and ten weeks, 
hear ye also of the priesthood. For in every Jubilee 
shall be priesthood. In the first Jubilee the first 
anointed into the priesthood be 
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Godas to his father, and his priesthood shall be full of 
the fear of the Lord, and in the day of his gladness he 
yall rise up unto the salvation of the world. In the 
‘second jubilee, the annointed shall be conceived in the 
heaviness of ‘the beloved sort, and his’priesthood shall be 
honourable, and he shall be honourable, and he shall be 
glorified as amongst all men. ‘The third priest shall be. 
taken up in sorrow, and the'fourth shalfbe in grief, . 
because the multitude of imiquities shall’be 14id upon ‘him, 
and throughout all Israel every’man shall hate his neigh- 
‘our. The fifth shall be held fast in darkness, and like- 
wise the sixth and the seventh. And im the seventh shal] 
‘be such abomiuation, both before God and man, as IT am 
not able to express. Howhbeit, that the doers thereof 
shall not be known. For this cause shall'they be in cap- 
‘tivity and corruption, and their land and substance shall 
"be destroyed ; but in the fifth week they shall return into 
‘their desolate country and renew the Lord’s house. In 
the seventh week shall come idolatrous priests, covetous 
_ gent ‘vengeance upon them in the priesthood, then will God 
Taise up a new priest, unto whom all the Lord’s word 
shall’be opened, and he shall @xecate judgment upon 
Asa 
_ King shall he shed forth the light of knowledge in open 
- “sunshine of the day, and he shall be magnified over all 
‘the ‘world, and be received and shine as the sun upon the > 
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a 7 * holiness shall be in them. He shall bind up Belial, and 
give his own children power to tread down hurtful spirits ; 


peace.upon all the earth. In,,his, days the, heavens, ghall 
rejoice, the earth shall be,glad,.the clouds shall.be merry, 
earth as the waters of the seag, .and the angels of glory 
that are.in the Lord's presence shall rajoicein,time. The 
heayens shall be opened,.and.out of the temple, of glory 


shall. sanctifigation come, ypon,him withthe father’s xgice, 
as from Abraham the father of Jgaag, and the.glory.of,the 


Highest shall be spread out upon him, and the spirit of 
- understanding and santification shall rest upon him, 
whereof he shall give abundantly and mightily to his chil- 


dren in truth for evermore, and there shall none succeed 


him from generation to generation, world without end. 


_ Inhis priesthood all sin shall come to an end, and the 
unrighteous shall cease from their naughtiness ; but the 
righteous shall rest in him, and he shall open the gates of 


“paradise, and stay the threatening sword against Adam, and 


‘Meed the lambs with the fruit of life, and the spirit of 


and the Lord shall rejoice in his children, and accept them 


_., a8 his beloved for evermore. Then shall Abraham, Isaac, 
_ and Jacob be glad, andithen shall I and all saints rejoice.” 
_ “New, my children, ye [have heard all; therefore choose 
~~ jjni you either light or darkness, either the law of the 
a bed, or the works of Belial; and we answered our). 
_ > Father, saying ; “ We will walk before the Lord according 
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to his law.” And our father said, “The Lord is witness, 
and you yourselves are witnesses, and I am a witness, and 
you yourselves are witnesses of the words of my mouth.” 


And when we had answered, we will be witnesses, Levi — 


rested with his charge given unto his children, and stretched 
out his feet, and was put to his fathers, when he had lived 
one hundred and thirty seven years, and. they laid him in 
a coffin, and buried him afterward in beside 
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_-. fields, and T took him by the horns, and swang hin about 


’ THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH, 


and Fornication. 


The copy of all the sayings of Judah, which he spake 
to his children at the time of his death: when they were 
come together before him, he said unto them :— 

“]-was my father’s fourth son, and my mother called me 


> 


Judah, saying, ‘I thank the Lord that he hath given me | 


a fourthson.’ I was swift of foot and painful inmy youth, 
and obeyed my father in all things, and blessed my 


mother: and when I came to the state of manhood, my - 
father Jacob prayed over me, saying, ‘ Thou shalt be a King ° 


and prosperous in-all things.’ Behold, God gave me grace 
in all my works, both abroad and at ‘home. Upona 
time I saw a hind, and ran after her, and caught her. [| 
made good meat of her for my father. Also I out-run 
the roes, and overtook all things thatiwere in thé fields, 
insomuch that I caught a wild mare, and tamed hers T 


plucked a kid out of the mouth of a bear, and Wilting him . 


by the paw overthrew him, and rent asunder all wild beasts 
that turned upon me, as if [ had been adog, I, encounter; 
ed with a wild boar, and over-runing him, tare him in pieces. 
In Hebron a bastard lion lept upon a dog, and’I, catching 
him by'the tail, flung him away and he burst asunder. 
In the borders of Gure, a wild bull was feeding in the 
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and finally killed him. There came two Kings of the 
Cananites, armed upon our flocks, and much people 
with them, and'I alone rnnning unto: the flocks, stept to 
King’Str; and" striking’ upon his heels, overthrew him, 
and so slew him. Also | killed another King named 
Thapkes, sitting on‘his horse, and so scattered all their 
_ people’ I overtook King Achor, a giant on horseback 
shooting forward’ and backward; and throwing a stone of 
three ‘score pound weiglit upon his horse, f overthrew him, 
and’ Killed: him, and’ fighting two hours with Achor, at 
length I clave his shield and maimed his feet, and finally 
slew him; as I’ was pulling off his breast plate, behold 
eight of his friends assulted me, whereupon I filled my hands 
with stones, and'flinging them at them with a sling, slew 
four of them, and: put the other four to flight. Also, 
out father Jacob slew the giant Beelisa, King of all the 
Kings, who was mighty and huge, of the statue of twelve 
cubits: By reason whereof fear fell upon them, and they 
left’ their fighting agaist. us. For this cause my father 
was careful of me when I was in battle with my brethren. 
He saw in a vision concerning me, that the angel of 
strength followed me everywhere, to the intent I should 
not: be overcome. The second hansel was a greater 
battle to. us, than that which we had at Shichem ; inso- 
much that in fighting valiantly with my brethren. I chased 
a, thousand men and slew of them two hundred persons, 
and four ‘of their Kings, and following after them, scaled 
the waljs.of their city, and there slew two Kings more 
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35 
and so we delivered Hebron, and led them all away as 


prisoners. Then the next day we went to a strong walled 
and unapproachable city, called Areca, which threatened 


to kill us. Therefore I, and Gad went to the east side of 


the city, and Reuben and Levi unto the west and south 
side. ‘They that stood upon the walls supposing there had 
been no more than Gad and I, did set fire upon us, while 
in the mean time my brothers that lay in wait, rushed out 
upon the other two sides, and scaling the walls with lad- 
ders, entered the city before our enemies thought of it, and 
so we won it by the sword, and set fire upon ‘the tower, 
and burnt it up with such as were fled into it. As we 
refirned, the men of Thaffy lay in wait for our prey, and 
took it with our children. But’ we followed them to~ 
Thaffy, and slew them, and burned their city, spoiling all 
that wasin it. And while I was at the waters of Gureba 
we fell upon the men of Jobel that came against us in 
battle, and slew and spoiled both them and their accomplices 
that came to their aid from Selon, so as we gave them no 
there came men from Machir to fetch away our prisoners 
whom we met in battle, notwithetanding that they were - 
a mighty host, and slew them before they could get to the - 


place where they came from. And when we came to their 
city the women tumbled down stones upon us fromthe =~ 
top of the hill whereon their city stood; but I and Simeon 
coasting tothe backside of the town, got’ to the higher 
places, and destroyed the whole city. The'tiext day it 
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was told us that the cities of two Kings came against us 
with a great host. I therefore and Dan feigning our- 
selves to be Amortheans, and fellows with them, went 
into their city and taking the entrance in the dead time of 
the night, did set the gates wide open to our brethren that 
came after us ; by means whereof we destroyed them and 
all that they had; and when we had sacked the city, we did 
-east down the three walls thereof. Then went we to 
-Thamua, which was the refuge of all the Kings for their 
-wars. Where, being angry for a hurt that I got, I charged 
upon those that stood above me, and shot arrows at me 
‘and had killed me but that my brother Dan rescued me. 
_ “Therefore we came running upon them in a rage, and@put 
| «them all to flight: and they, passing by another way, went 
‘and. sued humbly unto my father, who made a covenant 
with them, so as we did them not any more harm, but re- 
‘ceived them mto league with us, and delivered them all 
their prisoners. Then built Chamma, and my father built 
‘Rambahel. Twenty years old was I when thiswas made, 
and the Canaanites were afraid of me and my brethren. 
‘Thad mueh cattle, and my cheif herdsman was Yran, of 

Odeliam, in whose company I saw Bersa King of Odellam, 

‘who made us a feast, and with much entreaty gave me 

“bis daughter Bethsue to wife, who brought me forth Er 

Onan, and Shelah; of which three God slew two child- 

less. For Shelah lived, of whom some of you be the 

“children. My fether and us made eighteen years peace, | 
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with his brother eau and his children. When the eigh- 
a? 
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when they shewed not themselves abroad for twenty days 
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teen years were past after our coming out of Mesopotamia, — 
in the fortieth year of my life Esau, our fathers brother 
came upon us with‘a great strong host, and was slain by 
the bow of Jacob, and conveyed away dead unto mount 
Suer. We also followed upon the children of EHeau, bat 
this city was very strong with high walls, and gates of iron 
and brass, 80 as we could not enter into it; howhbeit, we 
shut them up within the walls and beseiged it. Now- 


together, I put my helmet upon my head, and in the sight 
of them all, set up a ladder, and scaling the walls, slew 
four of their noblemen with a stone of the weight of three 
talents. The next day Reuben and Gad went and slew 
three score others. Then they offered peace, and we, by 
our fathers advice, received them into tribute? and they | 
give us two hundred quarters of corn, five hundred fats of 


_ oil, anda thousand and five hundred measures of wine, until — 


Tamar of Mesopotamia, the daughter of Aram. ' “Now 
Er, was a very wicked imp, and doubted much of Tamar, 


‘because she was not of the land of Canaan. ‘Therefore 
~~ the angel of the Lord slew him the third night after his 


‘marriage, when he had not yet accompanied with her, by 
reason of his mothers subtlety; and so died in his naugh- 
ren by her. 

When Onan was marriageable, I gave ‘Tamar unto 
‘him, and he likewise ofa spite accompanied not with her, 
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38 
understanding that he lived a full year with her, and when 


_ I threatened him, then he accompanied with her, but yet 
by his mother’s commandments he let his seed fall upon 


the ground, and so also he died in his wickedness. I 
minded to have given her unto Shela also, but my wife, 
Bethsue, would not suffer me, For they spited Tamar 
because she was not of the daughters of Canaan, as her- 
self was. Now I knew that the offspring ofCanaan were 
mischievous ; but yet did youthful fancy blind my heart. — 
And as I beheld her pouring out the wine, I was deceived — 
with drunkenness and fell in love with her. 

Upon a time while I was away, she married Shelah toa 
woman of Canaan:; which her deed when I understood, I 
eursed her in the bitterness of my soul, and she died in the 
wickedness of her sons.. At two years after ‘these things, 
as I went to shear my sheep, Tamar decking herself like 


‘a bride, set herself down at the gate of the city. For it 


was the custom of the Amorites that their brides do set 
themselves at the gate of the city for the space of seven 
days together, to. be abused by fornication. I, therefore 


‘being drunken with the waters of. Horek, I knew her not, 


by reason of wine, insomuch that her beauty, together 
with the attire in decking of herself, deceived me, and 
thereupon turning aside unto her, I said, shall I come in 


‘unto thee ? and she answered, “What wilt thou give me ? ” 


I gave her my staff and my girdle, and the crown of my 
Kindgom. Upon my accompanying with her, she conceiv- 


‘ed afterwards, I not “knowing myself to have been the: 
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soponmgeaie would have put her to death: for it, But: 


she having kept my pledges in store, shamed me with \ 
them: and when I had heard my own words of her in - 


secret, which I had spoken to her when I lay with her in 

my drunkenness, I could not put her to death because it 

was of the Lord’s:doings, but I touched. her not any more 
until my dying day. For when I had done this. abomi- 
nation in Israel, lest she might work wiles with me, I said 

I would fetch my pledges again of her : but when I enquir- 

ed for her, the townsman said, “ there was no bride in the 

city, because she-came from another place, and had sat 

there but'a little while,.and she-deemedthat.no man knew 

& of my going unto her.” Afterwards, we came into Egypt 
| to Joseph, because of the famine. Six and forty years old | 
was I when we came hither, and three score and thirteen | 
years have I lived here. And now my sons, hear me 
your father in all things that I charge you, withal; and 
keep you all my sayings, in dog all manner of righteous- 
ness before the Lord, and in obeying the commandments 

of the Lord God, and walk not after your own lusts, nor 
after conceits of your own minds, in the. pride of your’ 
hearts, neither glory in the works of the strength of your 
youth, because it is sinful in the sight of the Lord. For 
inasmuch asf gloried in my battles, and upbraided: my 
brother Reuben with Bilha my fathers wife, . because no 

face of any beautiful woman had yet deceived mie, there- 
that I was overtaken both in Bethsue the Cananite, and 
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in Tamar the wife of my own sons. And I said unto my 
father-in-law, I have made my father privy to the matter, 
and therefore I will take thy daughter to be my wife. 
Hereupon he shewed me an infinite mass of gold in his 
daughter's behalf, (for he was a King), and deckmg her 
with gold and pearl, wished her to pour out wine to us at 
the supper. The beauty of the woman, and the wine to- 
gether dazzled my eyes, and voluptuousness did so darken _ 
my understanding, that I fell in love with her and brake 
the commandments of God, and my fathers, and took her 
to wife. According to the intent of my heart, the Lord 
paid me home for it: for I had no joy of the children 
‘that I had by her. | 

Now, therefore, my children, be not drunken with wine, 
for wine turneth a man’s understanding away from the truth, 
and kindleth in him the fire of lust, leading his eyes into 
error, insomuch as wine is a servant of the spirit of lechery 
“to feed the mind with voluptuousness, as so these twain, 
| bereave a man of all powetty For if aman drink wine 
till he be drunken, he traifieth his mind unto the filthy 
thoughts of lechery, and kindleth the body of carnal copu- 
tation. And if desired occasions serve, sin is wrought 
without shame. Such a thing is wine my sons, for a 
_ drunken man is ashamed of nothing. Behold, it made 
both me and Tamar do amiss, so I blushed not at the 
multitude in the city, but went aside unto herin the sight 
of all men, and commited a great sin, in discovering the | 


unclean privities of my own sons. Through drinking * 
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wine 1 was not ashamed to break -God’s commandment# 

in taking a woman of Canaan to wife. Wherefore, my 

sons, he that drinketh wine hath need of discretion; and 

the discretion that every man ought to use in drinking of 

wine, is that he be ashamed to over-drink himself. For 

if he pass that bound, he forgeteth his understanding, and 
cleaveth to the spirit off error, which causeth the:drunken 

man to talk filthily, and to do wickedly, and not be 

| ashamed, but to boast of his lewdness, thinking it to be 
good. He that committeth whoredom is bereft of his 

liberty, and becometh a bond-slave of lechery, and cannot 

get out of it again, after the same manner that I was 

‘made naked. For I gave over my staff, that is to say, 

the stay ofmy tribe; and my girdle,that is my power ; and 
my crown, that is the glory of my kingdom. Howbeit repent- 
ing these things, I forebear all wine and flesh unto mine 
) old age, and was utterly unacquianted with mirth. And 
the angel of God shewed me that women should from 
time to time over-master all men, as well kings as captives, 
and bereave great men of their glory. «For the poverty 
of a poor man is a straiter fence to him than is the strength. 
of a mighty man. ‘Therefore, my children, keep measure 
in drinking, for there are in it four noisome spirits : to wit, 
of concupiscence, of heart burning, of lechery, and filthy 
gain. lf ye drink wine merrily in the fear of the Lord 
_ with shamefacedness, ye shall live; but if ye drink with- 
out regard of shame and fear of God, then turneth it to 
drunkenness, and dishonesty stealeth in. And if ye drink 
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it down in pains and sorrows, ‘also they. disappoint him — 
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words, nor in quarreling, nor in railing, nor in breach. of 
God’s ‘commandments, neither shall ye perish before 
your time. ‘For wine discloseth ‘the.secret# of God and 
man unto strangers: likeasI betrayed the secrets of God.and 
my “father Jacob to Bethsue ‘the Canaanite, which God 
had'forbidden to be disclosed.;also wine isa:cause of war 
and sedition. Moreover, I-charge’you. my sons that you 
love not money, nor look upon: the beauty of women, 
money and womanly beauty made me to overshoot myself \ 


Bethsue the Canaanite. And amsurethat thesetwo 


things shall corrupt mine-offspring, and:mar the wise men 
of my lineage, and ‘hurt ‘the Kingdom»of Judah, whieh 


repined at ‘my father Jacob’s commandments, but did what- 


soever he willed me. And Abraham, 'the father of: any 
fiither’s blessed-me to fight forlerael, and so.did Isaac bless 
me ‘likewise ; and I’ know thut the ‘kingdom sball stand 
by-‘me. But Ihave readin the beoks:of:finoch the sigh- 
teous, that ‘ye shdll 
Therefore, ‘my children, keep :yourselves from lechery.and 
coveteousness, and give ear-unto ‘your father Judah; for 
those things withdraw men from God's. law,.end dlind 
the understanding of their minds, and teach :them :pride ; 
tieither suffer they any man: 'te‘shew mercy to. his neigh- 


of ils ‘rest and sleep, and ech. 


| 
one ‘at all, ‘then’ shall: ye not sin, neither in slanderous 
= bour’; they bereave ‘his. soul ‘of all good :things,,and-hold 
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they hinder God's sacrifices, neglect his blessings, disobey 
the speaking of the prophets, and are offended at the word 
of godliness ; for these two passions are contrary to the 
~ commandments of God. He that serveth them cannot 
obey God, because they dazzle men’s minds, and walk 
about as well in the nights as the days. My children, 


covetousness leadeth men to idolatry, for through doating 
upon money, he calleth them Gods which are not, and 


compelleth the infected party to grow most vilely out of 
kind. For money's sake I lost my children, and had not 
the penance of the flesh,’ and the humbling of my soul, 
and had not the prayers of my father Jacob:been, I had 
died as now without children; but the God of my fathers 
being merciful, and full of pity and compasson, knew that 
I sinned through ignorance, for the prince of error had 
blinded me, and I overshot myself as a fleshly man, and 
being corrupted with sin, knew not my own infirmity, but 
thought myself to be invincible: know ye therefore my 
sons, that two spirits do wait upon a man; that is to wit, 
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error, and in the midst 
between them is set the spirit of understanding of the mind, 
whoge property isto incline which way itlisteth ; the things 
that belong both to truth and untruth, are written in the 
breast of man, and God knoweth every whit of it, and 
none of all man’s works can be hid at any time from him, 
because all the privities and secrets of men’s hearts are 
written before the Lord, and the spirit of truth beareth 


witness of al) things, and accuseth all, and he that sinneth 
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hath a burning in*is ‘heart, and cannot lift up his ‘face to 
his jadge. -And'now my children, love ye Levi, that ye _ 

may abide, and exalt ‘not yourselves above him, lest ye 

santo him the priesthood, and hath put the kingdom under 

‘the priesthood. Unto Levi is given the priesthood, unto 

‘Judah the kingdom, and’God beth put'the kingdom under 
the »priesthood. ‘Unto ‘me ‘te hath piven the things that 

‘are upon the ‘earth, ‘and ‘ifito him ‘the 'thinys that are in 
‘heaven. As‘far as the héedven ‘surmouniteth the earth, so 
far doth.the priesthood surmount the kingdom that is upon 

ithe earth. For ‘the Lord ‘hath chosén him above me ‘to 

approach unto ‘him, and to ‘dat of his ‘table, ‘atid to ‘take 
‘the firetlings of ‘the ehildten of Israel, ‘and thou shall be 
‘as a‘sea to him. For lite ds ‘in the sea, ‘both the tight- 
‘eous and ‘unrighteous afein danger, and ‘the tie ‘sort are 
‘made prisoners, ‘and the other‘sort are‘enriched, even ‘so 
“shall all “kind/of‘men be 'hazarded in thee, ‘some sinking 
in: misery, and ‘other ‘some fivating in prosperity ; “for in 
‘thee shill ‘dwell great whales, ‘which shall swellow up men 
bs fishes, cand bring free “nién’s sons ‘and ‘daughters into 
they shall prosper anid fourish-in naughtiness, and be exalted 

‘storms, which shallipersécute ‘all tighteous'men. ‘But the 

‘Lord shall wet them together by the ears, among themselves, 
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and there shall be continual in Israel, and my 
dom shall be knit up in strangers, till the Saviour of Iarael 
come, even till the coming of the God of righteousness. 
that Jacob and all nations may rest in peace, and he shall 
maintain my kingdom in peace for ever. ra eae 
hath sworn ta me, thatthe kingdom of me and my-seed, 
shall never fail world without end. But Tam very sorry 
my children, for the filthiness, treachery, and idolatry which 
ye shall work against the kindgom, by following witches 
and conjurers, by vowing your daughters to, deceitful 
devils, by making them te 
and by intarmedjing yourselves with the ahomingsions 
heathen, for the which things the Lord shall bring upon 
you famine and pestilence, death and the pep wm 
besiegement and devouring dogs, reproach of friends 
foes, loss and pain of eyes, slaughter of your = 
ravishing of wives, spoil of your goods, the burning 
your temple, the desplation, of your, the 
trate some of you to make nnuchs for their wives, but if 
ye return to the Lord, with hearty repentance and humility, 
and walk in all the commandments of God, he will visit you 
with mercy, and lovingly deliver you. from the bondage 
of your enemies. After this shall rise among you. star 
from out of Jacob; and a man shall spring out of my seed, 


who shall walk as the day sun of righteopaness, and no 
sin shall be found in him.’ The heaveps shall open upon 
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father, and he shall shed out the spirit of grace upon you, 
and you shall be his children in truth, walking in his first 
and last commandments. This is the offspring of the most 
high God, and the well-spring of life to all flesh. Then 
shall the eceptre of my kingdom shine bright, and out of 
your root shall spring forth the vessel of planting, in whom 
grow up the rod of righteousness unto the Gentiles, to 
judge and save all such as call upon him. After this 
shall Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob rise up again to life, and I 
and the princes my brethren, shall be your sceptre in Israel : 
Levi first, I next, Joseph the third, Benjamin the fourth, 
Simeon the fifth, Issacher the sixth, and so all the rest. 
And the Lord hath blessed us. Levi shall be the messen- 
ger of my presence, Simeon the power of my glory, Reuben 
_ heaven, Issacher the earth, Zebulun the sea, Joseph the 
-. mountains, Benjamin the tabernacle, Dan the lights, Naph- 
tali the dainties, Gad the'day sun, and Asher an olive-tree. 
And there shall be one people of the Lord, and one tongue, 
and there shall be no more the false spirit of Belial, 
because he shall be castinto endless fire. They that were 
poor for the Lord’s sake, shall be made rich ; they that 
suffered penury, shall have plenty; and they that were 
weak, shall be made strong; they that died for the 
Lord’s sake, shall walk up unto life, and run in Jacob, 
yea they shall run skipping and leaping, and they shall flee 
as eagles for joy. But the ungodly shall be sorrowful, , 
‘the Lord for ever. Therefore my children, keep all the 
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laws of the Lord, for there is hope for all such as walk 
aright. A hundred and nineteen years old do I die in 
| your sight. Let none of you bury me in costly clothes, nor 
| rip up my belly, for so will rulers do; but carry me back 
into Hebron with you. ? 
With these words Judah died; and his children doing 
in all things as he commanded them, buried him with his 
fathers in Hebron. | : 
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... THE TESTAMENT OF ISSACHER, 
Made to his Children at his death, concerning a Single Heart. 
~The copy of Issacher’s words. He calling his children 
about him,’ said unto them, ye children of Issacher, hear 
your father, arid hearken to the words of the beloved of the 
Lord. I am Jacob’s fifth son in the reward of mandrake, 


for Reuben brought mandrakes out of the field, and Rache|- 


meeting him took them of him ; thereat Reuben wept, and 
at his noise my mother Lea came out. Now the man- 
drakes were sweat-scented apples, which the land of Aram 
bringeth forth, in the high countries, by the water vallies. 
And Rachel said I will not givethee these apples, because 

‘they shall help me to children. Now there were two of 
‘these apples, and Lea said, doth it not suffice thee that 
thou hast gotten away the husband of my virginity, 
but thou will have this also? She answered, let Jacob lie 
with thee to night for thy son’s mandrakes. Lea said 
unto her, do not boast ner brag, for Jacob is mine, and I 
am the wife of his youth. And Rachel answered, how 
so ? was he not first hand-fastened unto:me? and served 
he not our father fourteen years for me ? what shall I do 
to thee? For many are the wiles and policies of men, and 
guile goes forward upon the earth ; if it had been other- 
wise, then shouldst thou not have seen Jacob in the face 


at this day. For thou art not his wife, but wert guilefully | “. 
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put to him in my stead; my father deceived me, and con- 
veying me away that night, suffered me not to see him, 
for had I been there, this had not come to pass. Where- 
fore take the one mandrake, and in liew of the other, I \ 
grant thee him for one night: and Jacob knew Lea, who 
conceiving, bare me, and called my name Issacher, because 
of the hire. Then an angel of the Lord appeared unto 
Jacob, and said that Rachel should bear but two sons, 
because she had forsaken the company of her husband, 


and chosen contineney: and if my mother Lea had not 


given the two apples for his company, she would have 
born eight children, whereas by reason of that she bare 


but six, Rachel two, and because God visited her in the 
- mandrakes ; for he knew that she greatly desired to. com- 


pany with Jacob, for issues sake, and not for lust of | 
pleasure ; for she laid up the mandrake, and delivered it | 
unto Jacob the next day, and therefore God heard Rachel 
in the mandrakes, because that although she had a mind 
to them, yet she eat them not, but offered them to the Priest 
of the most high, which was in those days, and laid. them 
up in the Lord’s house. Therefore my children, when I 
came unto man’s estate, I walked with an upright heart, 
brought, them the fruits of their lands im their due seasons, 
and my\father blessed me, when he saw 1 walked plainly 
and simply, I was no busy body in my doings, T'was not 
hurtful spiteful to my neighbour, I tailed not upom 
any man, neither dispraised I 


=> 
bad 
4 
s 


im singleness of mind. By reason hereof, when I was « 
years old, [ took a wife, because labour had consumed 
my strength. I never knew the pleasures of a woman 
‘through wantonness, but my labour made me to sleep 
_ soundly, and my father did always rejoice in my simplicity: 
For, whatsoever pains I took, first of all I offered al] the 
first fruits, and the first engendered cattle unto the Lord by 
the priest, and then gave my father the rest, andthe Lord 
doubled his benefits in my hands. Yea and Jacob him- 
self perceived well, that God wrought with my plain-deal- 
ing. For unto every poor man, and to every man in 
adversity, gave I of the fruits of the earth with a single 
heart.. And now my children, hearken and walk in single- 
ness of mind, for I know thatthe Lord is very well pleased 
, with it. The single-hearted man coveteth not gold, under- 
. mineth not his neighbour, lusteth not after diversity of 
~ meats, desireth not change of apparel, nor heighteneth 
himself long time, but only hath an eye to God’s will, and 
the spirits of error can do nothing against him. For he 
cannot skill to entertain a fair woman lest he should defile 
his own mind: wrath over-mastereth not his wit, envy 
upon gain. For he leadeth an upright life, and beholdeth 
all things with a single eye, excluding all hurtfulness of 
worldly error, lest he should oversee any of the command- 
iy ments of God. Therefore my children, keep God’s law or | 
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doings, but love God and your neighbour, pity the poor 
and weak, bow down your back to husbandry, and labour 
in tilling of the earth, in all manner of husbandry, offering 
presents to the Lord with thanksgiving, who blessed the 
earth with increase, and new springs of fruits, and he 
blessed all holy men, from. Abel to this day ; for there is 
none other portion given thee, than of the fatness of the 
earth ; whose fruits came by pains-taking ; for our father 
Jacob blessed me with the benefits of the earth, and the 
firstlings of fruits, Levi and Judah are glorified of the Lord 
among the children of Jacob; for God hath planted him-' 
self in them, giving to the one the priesthood, and to the 
other the kingdom: therefore obey ye them, and walk: 
plainly as our father Jacob did; for unto Gad it is given 
to destroy the temptations of Israel. My children I know 
that in the last days your children shall forsake plainness,. 
and cleave to covetousness; let go innocency, and follow’ 
lewdness ; leave God’s commandments, and stick unto 
Belial ; give over husbandry, and gad after wicked devices ; 
and become bond-slaves to their enemies. 

Wherefore warn your children of it, that if’ they sill 
they may return quickly to the Lord; for heis merciful 
their own land. I am now an hundred and twenty two 


_ have not known any woman but my wife, neither have T 


‘*)> committed whoredom in the lust of my eyeg Ihave not’ 
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drank wine unto drunkenness, neither have I coveted any 
_ pleasant things of my neighbours. There hath been no 
guile in my heart, neither hath there any lying gone out 
of my lips. I have been sorry with every man that was 
in heaviness, and given my bread to the poor, I have not 
eaten my meat alone, nor removed the bounds of land- 
matks. Ihave been pitiful in the days of my life, and 
dealt traly in all cases. IE have loved the Lord with all 
my strength, and all men as my own children. My sons 
if ‘you also do the like, all the spirits of Belial will fly 
from you, and nothing that mischievous men can do 
against you shall have power over you. You shall bring 
all wild beasts into subjection to you, because ye have the 
Lord of heaven with you, if ye walk with him in single- 
ness'of heart. And hewilled them to carry his body into 
Hebron, and to bury him there in the cave with his 
fathers. Thus he stretched out his feet and died in a 
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good age, having all his limbs strong and carey aod 
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_ him with the sword that should betray that secret. Never- 
theless, when they would have killed him, I besought 


THE TESTAMENT OF ZEBULON, 


Made to his Children at his death, concerning Compession 
and Mercy. x 


The charge that Zebulon ,gave to his children in the 
hundred and forty-fifth year of his life, two.and thirty 
years after the decease of Joseph, and he-said unto them, 
“Hear ye me, ye sons of Zebulon, a,good gift toimy 
father and mother. For when 1 was begotten, my father 
was much increased in sheep, and cattle, by reason of the 
good luck that he had through the straked-rods. «I 
thought not, my children, I thought not that I sinned 


in those days, for I considered not that,1 dealt wickedly 


through ignorance in Joseph's eage ; ‘and moreover con- 


cealed it with my brothers from. our father, howheit 


I wept much for it in secret; for I.was sore afraid ofimy 


brothers because they had all conspired together to ikill 


them most earnestly with tears, that they would not do 
such wiekedness, For Simeon and Gad .came mpon 


Joseph to have killed him, and Joseph’ falling his. 
knees, said unto them, ‘ Have pity: ypon me:my. brethren, 
have pity upon the bowels of our father Jacob, Lay.not 
Your hands upon me to shed innocent blogd : for I: have 
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not sinned aginst you. IfI have done amiss nurture me 
with chastisement, but lay not your hands upon me, for 
our father Jacob's sake.” Upon his saying of these words, 
heart melted within me, and all the substance of my bowels 
were loosened upon my soul. Also Joseph wept, and | 
with him, and my heart trembled, and the joints of my 
body quaked, and I was not able to stand. And when 
he saw me weeping with him, and them coming towarde 
him tokill him, he fled behind me, and besought them to 
take pity on him. Then Reuben stepping in, said, “ My 
brethren let us not kill him, but let us cast him into the 
dry pit that our father’s dug, and found no water in it— 
God suffered no water to spring up in it, because it should 
be a safeguard for Joseph. And so they did, till they sold 
him to'the Ishmaelites. Thus gave I no consent to the 
- sin against Joseph; but Simeon, Gad, and others of my 
_ brothers taking money for Joseph, bought shoes with it 
for themselves, their wives, and their children, saying, 
“Let us not eat it because it is the-price of our brother's 
- blood ; but let us tread and trample it under our feet, 
because he said he should reign over us, and we shall see 
what his dreams will come to.” Therefore in the sceptre 
“of Enoch’s law, it is written of him that would not raise 


_ uplseed to his brother. I have loosed Joseph’s shoe : for 


when we came out of Egypt, the young man unbuckled 
' Joseph’s shoes at the gate, and so we worshipped Joseph 


‘as if it had been Pharoah ; and not only worshipped him, 
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but 
also kneeled down before ushing, 
were shame before Egyptians, 
to 
the Egyptians heard : 
= 
ing for = 
Si had an nei 
imeon 
J of two 
: He was toe 
= 
minded to have 
that 
, it 
sword ; 
that 
he had 
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not slain him. , Then all. my brethren rising up together, 


said unto. him, “ Why shouldest thou not give it us, see-. 
ing-that thou only, art the worker of this mischief in 
Israel ?’ addereupon, he gave it them, and they did as 
Dan, had gouncelied. ; Andnow, my children, 1 warn you, 
keep, the .Lord's,commandments, be merciful to your 
neighbours,..and have inward compassion towards all, not 
only.men but,aleo beasts. For in that respect the Lord 
sick, L ,escaped without. .sickness. or God knoweth 
every-man’s.intent, . Therefore, my children have com- 
passion in your bewels, because that as any man dealeth 
children, of .my,:brothers fell sick also, and. died for 
Joseph's sake, because their fathers pitied them not, ; but 
And while I was.upon. the sea-coast of Canaan, I fell to 
fishing for my: father Jacob: and whereas many others 
were drowned in,the sea, I abode unhurt. I was the first 
that’made a fishing-boat to float upon the sea, for God 
gave:me understanding and wisdom therein, so that I did 
setup a'mastin the hoat.and fastened.a sail in the midst 
of the. wood. coasting along the shore. in it, I fished 
for my father’s household, till we came into Egypt ; and 
for pity’s sake, I gave of my fishing to every stranger that 
I met,with, if they were foreigners born, or any. sick. or 
to.every man’s need, and carried ‘it’ to them, comforting 
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fore, God caused me to catch much fish in the sea.’ Fér 
he that giveth his neighbour, receiveth’the things multi- 
plied of the Lord. Five years did I fish, giving’ to every 
mari that I saw, and serving all my father’s: house suffi- 
ciently. 


sheep with my brothers. — 


€Now, will tel you what did's 
man in the depth of winter, and having compéésion upon 
him, I stolé a garment privily out of my house, and geive 
it the naked man; you, therefore, my children take’ pity 
indifferently of alt men, and shew merey with the things 


which the Lord giveth you, and déal them’ abroad 


to all men, and shew mercy with the things which the 
Lord giveth you, and deal themi abroad to all meri with’a 
good heart, and if ye have not wherewith to sticcour the 
inward mercy. I know that my hand ovérfloweth not to 
give to him that wanted, and to spend the time with him, 
insomuch that I have walked above seven furlongs’ with 
such a one weeping, and my heart yearned upon him ‘for 
compassion. You, therefore, my children, have’ earnest 
and inward mercy towards all that are in misery, that 


earth, and wheresoever he’ findeth inward and” heatty 


2 


a « 


to his neighbour, so much will God shew to 
him again. Now, when we came down into Egypt, Joseph 
minded not our evil dealing with him; but when he saw 
me, it made his heart yearn; whom look ye upon my 
children, aod learn to forget the harm that is done to 
‘you, love ye one another, and do not one of you think 
upon another’s ill-dealing, for that breaketh unity, and 
displeaseth all kindred, and troubleth the mind. For he 
that is mindful of harm past, hath not the bowels of 
mercy. Mark the water and see how it washeth away 
_And if a brook be drawn into many streams, the earth 
. sucketh it up, and it cometh to nothing ; and so shall you, 
if. you be divided among yourselves; therefore, divide not 
yourselves into two heads, for all things that God hath 
_created have but one head apiece. He hath given a man 
two shoulders, two hands, and two feet; but yet do all 
the members obey one head. I know by the writings of 
# my Father's, that in the last days yeshall depart from the 
f Lord, and be divided in Israel, following two kings, 
. _ working all abomination, and worshiping all manner of 
-adols, and your enemies shall take you prisoners, and you 
» . »fhall sit among the heathen in all misery, tribulation, and 
'. sorrow of mind; and afterwards you shall remember the 
Lord and repent, and he shall turn you again: for he 
merciful and full of compassion, and thinketh not upon 
the lewdness of the children of men, because they are 5. 
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After this shall God himself raise up unto you the light of — 


righteousness ; and goodness and mercy are in his pun- 
ishment. He shall redeem all men from the bondage of 
Belial, and all the spirits of error shall be trodden down, 
and he shall turn all nations to the following of him, and 
a in the shape of man; for God hath 

chosen Jerusalem, and God in his name : nevertheless by 
the wickedness of your words you shall‘ provoke him 


to wrath, and ye shall be cast ‘off, till the time of fall 


* 


finishing. And now, my children, be-not sad for’ my — 


I shall rise upagain among you, as a captain in the midst 
of my tribe, among as many as have kept the law of'the 
Lord, and the commandments of their father ‘Zebiilon ; 
them and destroy them for ever. I return to my rest, as 
my fathers have done: now fear’ the Lord your God, 
with all your strength all the days of your life.” “As he 
had spoken these words he fell asleep, to his singuls : 
benefit; and his sons laid him in a coffin, and carried him 


back again into Hebron, and buried hini with his fathers. 


. death, neither be ye out of heart because I leave you. For | 
} 
F 
a 


Mate tobi Chiltren at his death, concerning Anger, and 


THE TESTAMENT ‘OF DAN, 


Dan's words whish he spake. unto them 
in his last days. In the hundred and twenty-fifth year of | 
his life, he called his tribe unto him, and said:— _ 
.“Ye children of Dan hear my sayings, and give heed to 

the;words of your father’s mouth., I liked. in my heart and 
shewed in my whole life the thing that is good: for truth 
hated hurtful. things, as lying and anger, because they 


 tepehamanall manner of naughtiness. I confess unto 


 ‘jmto my hands, nor suffer me to find him alone, that I. 


--yousmy children. this day, that I was.glad.in my heart at 
_ at the selling of him, because our father loved him more 
than.us, For the spirit of spitefulness and pride said unto 
thow art hig oon top as well as he. 
with it, ond when he ia dead, thy father 
‘hall love thee. This was the spirit of spitefulness, which 
counselled me to devour Joseph, as the leopard devouretl 
a'kid. But the God of our father Jacob did not put him 


dispatch two sceptres in Israel by comniiting that 
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that unless you keep yourselves from the spirit of lying 
and wrath; and love truth and long suffering, ye shall 
perish. Wrath is blind,my children, and no wrathful man 
looketh truth in the face, because that although they were 
his father and mother, yet doth he hold them his 
enemies ; though he be his brother, yet he knoweth him 
not; though he be the Lord’s prophet, yet obeyeth he 
him not; and though he be a righteous man, yet he regard- 
eth him not ; and though he be his friend, yet he considereth 
it not. For the spirit of wrath besetteth him with the 
snares of error, blinding his natural eyes, and diming the 
eyes of his mind by falsehood, and giving to him a 
sight of his own making. And wherein bleareth he his 
own eyes? In hatred of heart ; for he giveth him a self 
willed heart against his brother to spite him, and envy him. 
My sons, wrath is mischievous, for it becometh asword te 
the soul, and subdueth the body to itself: by overmastering 
the soul, and giveth power to the body to work all wicked- 
ness. And when the soul 
thing done, because it seeth not. 
hath treble power im bis anger. One, through the help = 
and furthernande of his servatits; another) of his riches,. 
where through he persuadeth and:overcometh his wnrigh 
‘seonsness ; and a third, of the nature of his own body, | 
which of itself worketh evil, Aind though hethatis angry eg 
hea poor mam, yet hath he his natutal power doubled. ©. 
Ber the said spirit doth always further his wickedincs,by ff 
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causing his.deeds to be matched with lying. Wherefore 
consider the power of wrath, how vain it is. For he isin 
bitter speech, and walketh.at Satan's right hand, that his 
deeds may be..wrought “in untrustiness and lying. For 


Satan doth first of all sting him by speech, and when he © 


hath once pricked him forward, he strengtheneth him by 


> 


_ of countenance; for when a man heareth a thing that 
_ ¥o.,that he thinks he has: just cause tobe angry. ‘Now 


and Josses, and so provoketh his mind to excessive wrath. 
moved.tojanger : and ifhe praise you as good men, be not 


puffed up nor changed into voluptuousness and fierceness 


maketh.men to lust for the thing that is foregone, and to 


be. angry, for the want of it.. Bear your losses willingly, 
and. be not out of quite for it: for unquiteness engendereth 


_ anger and untruth: and itis evil to have a double face. 


Anger and untruth talk one to another, to trouble the 


dwell in you, and Belial fly away from you. Speakevery: 
you the truth to his neighbour that’ ye fall: 


“ 


| 62 | 
@eeds, and troubleth his understanding with bitter nips 
| * rance, be not.out of patience; for the spirit of impatience 
understanding. And when the mind‘is cumbered with 
dominion, of it... Therefore my children keep the Lord's 
commandments:and laws, hate untruth thatthe Lord may 


ye shall have the God of peace, war shall not prevail 
ye one another with a steadfast heart. For I am sure 
that in the latter days ye shall depart from the Lord and 
walk in naughtiness, working the abominations of the 
Gentiles, and haunting wicked women in all lewdness, by 
the working of deceitful spirits in you. For I have read 
in Enoch that Satan. is your prince, and that all the spirits 
of fornication and pride, shall ply themselves in laying snares 
for the children.of Dan, to make them sin before the Lord. 
But my children stick ye unto Levi, and look upon him 
in allthings. The children of Judah shall snatch away 
other men’s goods like lions through covetousness. For 
this cause shall ye be led away with them into captivity, and 
there receive all the plagues of Egypt, and all the malice of 
the heathen: whereupon ye shall return unto the Lord, 
and obtain mercy, and he shall bring you into his holy 
place, and proclaim peace to you, The Lord's saving 
health shall spring up unto you out of the tribesof Judah 
our young men the victory in revenge. He shall deliver 
your unbelieving hearts to the Lord, and give everlasting 
peace to such as cal] upon him. The-saints shall rest m 


him and the righteous shall rejoice in the new Jerusalem, — 


which shall.glorify God for ever. Jerusalem shall no more 
be wasted, nor Israel led into captivity, because the Lord 
shall be conversant with men in the midst of it{and the 
holy-one of Israel shall reign over you in Jowliness and 
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‘God and mian to set peace in Israel. He shall stand 


poverty and he that believeth in him, shall certainly reign 
in heaven,/ Now my children. fear the Lord, and beware 
of Satan and his spirits. | And draw néar to God, and ‘to 
the angel that excuseth you : for heis the mediator between 


against the kingdom of the enemy, and therefore will the 
enemy labour to overthrow all that call upon the Lord ; 

‘for he knoweth that whensover Israel decayeth, then shall 
shall strengthen Israel that” he come not to an evil end. 
“At that time shall Israel depart from iniquity, and the Lord 
‘shall visit ‘such as‘do his will in all places of Israel, and 
“among the héathen his name shall be the Saviour. There- 
‘fore ‘my. childrén, keep yoursélves from all noisome deal- 


‘ing; and put from you wrath, andall untruth. Love truth 
‘cand mildness, and look what you have heard of your father, 


‘deliver it over to your children, that the father of nations 
‘may receive you. For he was steadfast, long-suffering, 
‘meek, lowly, and a teachet of God's law by his own works. 
“Therefore, depart from all unrighteousness, that ye may 
to the righteoueness of the Lord's lew, 

| “Ti saying these things he kissed them, and 
~~ A And’ his sons buried 
him, laying his bones by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
‘And like as Dan had prophesied to them, that they 
should one day neglect God’s law, and éstrange them- _ 
came it to pass. 


4 
; 
| 
| 
iY 
‘ 
| 
> 
; . 
i 
} 
7 
i 
* 
4 
! 


THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALL, . 
Made to his Children at his death concerning Goodness; — 


The copy of Naphtali’s ‘testament, concerning the 
things which he discovered at the end of his time, in the 
hundred and thirty-second year of his life. And at the 
coming of his children together, in the seventh month, 
the fourth day of the month, he being yet in good health, 
commanded a sumptuous feast and great cheer to be pre- 
pared. When he awoke in the morning from sleep, 
because he was even at death’s door, he praised the Lord’ 
that had strengthened’ him, and ‘to his’ 
children inthis wise. 

My children, give hear to Naphtali ; 
father’s words. I was born at Bilha, and because Rachel: 
craftily in putting Bilha to: Jacob in her own stead, and 
Bilha was delivered tm Rachel's lap; therefore 
was I called Naphtali. And Rachel loved. me, because. 
I was born in her lap, ‘and she kissed me when I was a 
little one, saying, “God let me’ see'a brother of thine out 
Joseph was like to me itvallsthings according to Rachel's’ 
request. Now, my mother “Bilhajwas the daugliter of 


Rotheas, the brother of Deborah, Rebecca's nurse, and 


i 
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was seil-same y was 
f Rotheas was a Chaldean of Abraham’s kindred, a wor- 


‘ehipper of God, free born, and a nobleman. Howbeit, 
for as much as he was taken prisoner, and Laban bought 
him, and married him to a bond-woman of his, called 
-‘Eve,-who brought him forth a son, whom he named 
‘Zeliphus, after the castle wherein he was taken. After- 
ward, she bare Bilha, calling her her new hasty daughter, 
“Sbecause she was fond of the breast as soon as she wag 
‘born.- And because I was. swift.of foot as a stag, my 
father, Jacob, appointed me to run on all messages and 
errands, and blessed me by the name of Stag, For as 
“tempereth his quantity of clay thereafter, so the Lord 
“maketh a man’s body proportionable to the spirit that he 
will put into it, and fitteth the spirit to the ability of the 
~+ body, so as there is no inequality or odds between them ; 
. ‘fér,all the Lord’s creatures are made by weight, measure, 
‘and rule... And as the potter knoweth the use for every 
@f to what things they be meeted, so the Lord know- 
“eth the body how far forth it is fit for goodness, and when 
‘ it beginneth in evil.. For there is not any creature, 
““ not; for he hath created all men after his own image ; 
*‘and as man’s strength is, so is his work ; as is his will, 


is his work :.as is his forecast, so is his doing: asis 
‘this’ heart, so is his.mouth: as is his eye, 80 is his-sleep: 
is his mind, so is his talk—either of the law ‘of: 
‘© ¢heé Lord or:the law.of Belial. And look what diversity; 
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hearing, the same diversity is there in man and woman. 
Neither is it to be said, that there is any bitterness in any 
thing, either of the face or of other like things. For God 
hath made all things good in their order or degree, he 
hath set the five wits in the head, and. knit the head to 
the neck, and covered it with hair for his glory. More- 
over, he hath assigned the heart to wisdom, the belly to 

the avoidance of the stomach, the breast: to health, the 
liver to anger, the gall to bitterness, the spleen to laughter, 
the kidnies to craftiness, the loin’ to: strength, the ribs: to 
comeliness, the seed to lustfulness, &c.; so now my chil- 


dren: do all things in order and in the fear of God, neither 


do ye any thing disorderly in scorn or out ofdueseason. For 
thou canst not command the eye: to hear, neither canst 
thou do the works of light in darkness. Therefore, haste 
you not to mar your doings through covetousness, or to * 
beguile your own souls with fond talk.: For: by holding 
your peace with a clean heart, ye shall be able: to» keep. 
the will of God, and to cast away the will ofthe devil: 
the sun, moon, and stars, break not this order, neither 
break you God’s law in the order of your doings. . The 
spirits of ;error. But do you not so, my children. Know 
ye that your only God is the Lord in the ‘skies, on; the 
earth, in the sea, and of all creatures, for he is the maker 

. of them; and be not like Sodom which altereth the order 
_ «Of her nature ; likewise the waters altereth the order of 
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 / My children,I say these things. because. I have read in 
|| ~~ the holy writings of Enech,that you shall depart from the 
uord, and walk in all the. wiekedness of Sodom, and the — 
1) — ‘enemies, and be pinched with all manner of tribulations 
| and pain, till God consume. you every one; and when ye 
| 
| 


tl be made few end small, ye shall turn again, and know 
| the Lord your God, and he shall: bring you again. into 
your own: land, aceording to his manifold mercy; and it 
, Shall come to'pass that when they shall be come ito the 
country of their fathers, they shall forget the Lord again, 
even theface of the whole earth, till,m the mercy of the 
Lord, come’a Man that poureth out mercy and righteous- 
ness upon allmen both far and near; for in the fortieth 
year of my life, upon: Mount Olivet, toward the east side 
_ Of Jerusalem, I saw ‘the sun and moon. stand still, and 
behold Isaac my father’s father said to us, “Come hither 
apace, and every one of you take hold according to his 
strength, for the sun'and moon may be caught.” And we 
they were both of them lifted up with them. Andwhep _ 
as.Levi became as the sun, a certain young man delivered 
hiim.twelve boughs of palm-tree, and Judah shone as the 
‘moon, and twelve beams or. rays wére under his feet: janes 


| | 
| 
| 
| 


Levi and Judah running together, beheld one another. 
And behold there was a bull- upon earth that had great 


horns, and eagles’ wings upon his back, and we would 


have caught him but we could not; for Joseph stepping. 
before us, caught him, and mounted aloft upon him. And 
behold there appeared unto us a holy writing, saying, 


“The Assyrians, Medes, Elamites, Gillathites, Chaldeans, 


and Syrians, shall hold the Sceptre of Israel in thraldom. 
And again, in seven months after, I saw our father Jacob 
standing in the sea of Jamma, and us his sons ‘with him: 
and behold there came a ship sailing by full of dried flesh 
without mariner or pilot. Upon the ship was ‘written; 
‘ Jacob,’ and our father said to us, let us go to our. ship: 
when we were within it there arose a sore tempest, and 
a mighty gale of wid, and our father who held the stern 
storm, were carried into the sea, and our ship was filled 


‘Then Joseph fled out of the boat, and .we all were 


divided upon twelve boards, and Leyi and Judah were 
amongst us, 80 were we scattered ‘upon all coasts, and 
Levi being clad in sackcloth, prayed unto the Lord for 
us all. As soon as the tempest’ allayed, the ship came 
quickly to land, and behold our father Jacob came, and 
we rejoiced altogether with one milhd.” I téld my father 


these. two dreams, and he stid’to-me “These 


‘théags must be fulfilled in their time, and Israel must 


many things.” Then said he further to me, 
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with water and weather-beaten, and torn on all sides. 
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believe that Joseph is alive ; for I see that the Lord doth 
always nuinber him with us.” ‘And he said, “Thou 
- livest my son Joseph, but yet I see thee not, neither seest 
thou Jacob that begat thee.” Truly he made us to weep 
at those words of his, and my bowels glowed within me 
to betray unto him that Joseph was sold, but I was afraid 
of my brothers. Behold my sons, I have shewed you 
the last times, and all things that shall be done in Israel. 
You, therefore, command your children to be helpful unto 
Levi and Judah: For by Judah shall health and welfare 
spring up unto Israel, and in him shall Jacob be blessed. 
For by his sceptre shall God appear, and dwell among 
men upon the earth, to save the stock of Israel, and to 
children, if you do well, both men and angels shall praise 
and ‘bless you, and God shall be glorified’ by you among 
the Gentiles, the devil shall flee from you, the beasts shall 
_ stand in awe of you, and the angels shall receive you ; 
for like as if a man bring up his children well, the child 
giveth and endeavoureth always to be mindful and thank- 
ful; so of good works there is a good remonstrance with 
God. ‘But as for him that doth not good, him shall men 
and angels curse, and God shall be dishonoured through 
him among the Gentiles, and the devil. shall possess him 
as a peculiar vessel and instrument, and all beasts shall 
overmaster him, and the Lord shall hate him. For the 
conithandments of the law are of two sorts, and are fil-” 
filled in work. to accom- 
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pany with his wife, and a time to forbear her, that he 
may give himself to prayer. There are two command- 
ments which breed sin, except they be done im their due 
order, and so it is in the rest of the commandments. 
Therefore, be ye wise and skilful in the Lord, knowing 
the order of his commandments and the laws of all things, 
that God may love ye. Having commanded them many 
other such things, he prayed them to convey his bones 
to Hebron, and bury him by his fathers. And so eating 
and drirking with a merry heart, he covered his face and 
died. And Naphtali’s children did all ballin 


as ett father had commanded them. 
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TESTAMENT OF GAD, 
_ Made to his Children at his death, concerning Hatred. 


“The copy of Gad’s testament, and of the things which 
he spake to his children, in the hundred and seventh year 
of his life, saying, “I was Jacob's seventh son, and skilful 
‘and strong in keeping sheep. I kept the flocks by night, 
and when there came any lion, leopard, wolf, bear, or 
other wild beast upon our cattle, I ran to it and killed it. 
Joseph also fed sheep with us about thirty days, who 
being tender fell ‘sick, by reason of excessive heat, and 
went home to Hebron to his father, whom he lodged by 
himeelf, because he loved him. And Joseph told our 
father that the sons of Bilha wasted his goods at Zilpha, 
and made havoc of them without the knowledge of Judah 
and Reuben. For he knew that I had rescued a lamb out 
of a bear’s mouth, and killed the bear, and that because 
the lamb could not live ( which thing greived me ) we 
killed it also and ate it. He told our father of it, and our 

to the day he was sold into Egypt, and the spirit of hatred rt 

‘was in me, insomuch I could not find in my heart to hear : 

Joseph speak, or to see him, because he had rebuked us 
‘openly for eating the lamb without Judah. To be short, 

he made our father believe whatsoever he told him. But 


| now I acknowledge my sin, my children, that I was often 
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in mind to have killed him, for I hated him from my 
heart, and I was utterly without compassion towards 
him, and the cause of this my great hatred towards him 
was his dreams, therefore I would have devoured him, as 
an ox eateth up grass from the earth. And for that cause 
I and Judah sold him to the Ishmaelites for thirty gildernes, 


of the which we kept away ten privily, and shewed the other — 


twenty to our brethren. And so covetousness persuaded 
me to wish his death. But the God of our father’s deli- 
vered him out of my hands, to the intent I should not do 
to the words of truth, that ye may live righteously, and 
keep the law of the Highest, and not go astray through 
the spirit of hatred; for that is evil in all men’s doings. 
and abhor. If one keep the law of the Lord he praiseth 
it not: if one fear the ‘Lord and do righteously, him he 
— loveth not, but dispraiseth. the truth, he envieth him that 
ordereth his ways aright, he embraceth backbiting, he 
loveth scornfulness ; and because that hatred hath blinded 


his mind, he doth to his neighbours as we did to Joseph; © 


therefore, my children, keep yourselves from hatred, because 
it commiteth wickedness even against the Lord ; for it 
will not hear the words of God’s commandment, concerning 
the loving of a man’s neighbour, but sinneth against God. 
If a brother offend, by and by it blazeth him abroad, and 
is hasty to have him condemned and killed, or, punished 
for his offence, And if the offender be a servant or bond- 
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74 
‘man; it accuseth him to his master, and deviseth all means 
that may be to persuade him and put him to death if it 
be possible; for hatred worketh with spitefulness, and 
is always sorry to hear or see men go forward or prosper 
in’well:doing.’ / For like as love beareth good-will even 


‘to: the-dead, and wisheth them alive, and would (if it 


to-dié, do hatred seeketh to stay the living, and deemeth 
those unworthy of life-who have offended ever so lightly. 


For the ‘spirit of hatred doth through cankered forwardness 


of heart work jointly with Satan in all things, even to the 
death and destruction of men. But the spirit of love doth 
through Jong-sufferance work with God's law to the 
Hatred is evil, because it abideth 
great ado ‘tatters, overshadowing the 


with darkness, counting sweet to be sour, teaching slan- 
der, war, wrong, and abundance of all mischief, and finally 


filling the heart with devilish poison. My children, I 
speak these things upon experience, to the intent you 
should: eschew ‘hatred, and stick to godly love. Righte- 
‘ousness driveth out hatred, and lowliness killeth it, for a 
Tighteous anda lowly person is ashamed to do wrong, not — 
for fear of rebuke, but for conscience sake, because God 
seeth his intent. He backbiteth no man, because the fear — 
of the Highest overcometh hatred ; for the fear of the Lord 

offendeth not, neither will do any man wrong, no not even 
in of these 


were possible ) them from death who are condemned 
1 


things, when I had repented me of my dealings towards 
Joseph. ‘For the true repentance that is according to — 
God’s wil], mortifieth a man to obedience, chaseth away 
darkness, enlighteneth the eyes, giveth knowledge to the 
mind, and leadeth the soul to salvation. And whatsoever 
men know not of themselves, that doeth repentance teach 
them. For it brought upon me the pam of the heart; and 
if my father Jacob’s prayers had not been, surely I had 
died out of hand. For look wherein a man sinneth, by 
the same he is punished.’ For as much therefore as my 
heart was merciless towards Joseph, I suffered God's 
rigorous justice in my heart for the space of eleven months, 
that the time of my punishment might fall out even with. 
the time that I urged the selling of Joseph. Now, there- 
away hatred from your hearts, loving one another in deed, 
word, and thought of mind. For before my father’s face 
I spake mildly of Joseph, ‘but behind his’ back, the spirit of 
hatred darkened my understanding, and temptéed my mind 
to kill him. Wherefore love ye one another heartily; and 
if any of you offend other, tell him of it gently, driving out 
the’ poison of hatred, and fostering no deceit in the heart. 
And if the offender confess it, and be sorry, forgive it him ; 
and if he deny it, strive not with him, lest« he fall to 
swearing, and so sin double. Let no stranger hear you 
utter one-another’s secrets in variance, lect he turn to te 
your’ ill-willer, and work some great mischief, amongst 
you. For ‘he will talk guilefully with thee, and under- 
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| atit, but pray for him, that he may have perfect pros- 
-perity. For peradventure it may be to your own benefit. 
* And if he be exalted more and more envy him not, but 
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mine thee to do a shrewd turn, taking his poison at thine 
own hand. Therefore, if he deny it, and be ashamed of | 
it, and hold his peace when he is rebuked, draw him not 
out, for in denying he repenteth him, so that he will no 
more offend thee, but honour thee, and fear thee, and be in 
quiet. But if he be unshamefaced and abide by his 
naughtiness, then refer the revengment of it to God with 
all thy heart, 

If another man prosper more than thou, be not grieved 


remember that all flesh shall die, and praise God for it, 


| who giveth good and profitable things to all men. Seek 
the Lord’s judgments, and so thy mind shall let him alone 


and be in quiet. Now if a man be enriched by evil 


means, ag Keay, my father's brother was, envy him not: 
"| for in go doing ye control the Lord, who either taketh 
_ away, his benefits from the wicked, or leaveth them still 
to the repentant, or else regerveth them im the unrepentant 


to their endless punishment: for the poor man having 
sufficient of all things, giveth thanks unto the Lord, and 
is enriched of all men, because men wish him no harm- 
Therefore, my children, put away hatred from your hearts — 


and love one another with a right meaning mind. Desire 
algo your children to honour Levi and Judah; for out of } 


them shall the Lord make the Saviour of Israel to come, 
I know that in the end your children shall depart from 
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them, and walk in all manner of mischief, naughtiness, 
and corruption before the Lord.” And after a little paus- 
ing, he said again, “My sons, hear me your father, bury 
me by my fathers:” and so plucking up his feet, he slept 
in peace; and after five years they carried him thence, 
and laid him with his fathers in Hebron. | 
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TESTAMENT OF ASHER, 


Made to his Children at his death, conberning two faces 
Vice and Virtue. 


The copy of Asher’s testament, and of the things that 
he spoke to his children in the hundred and tenth year of 
his life, being still in health, he said unto them :— Ye 
children,of Asher, hearken unto your father, and I will 
shew you all things that are right before the Lord. 

“The Lord hath given two ways unto the sons of 


a Kid men, two minds, two doings, two places, and two ends ; 


_ amd therefore, all ways may be one, yea, though they be 
contraries, as are the ways of good andevil. Also there 
are two minds in our breasts, which do move us either 
to honesty or dishonesty. Therefore, if a man be led 
to goodness, all his doings are occupied about righteous- 


ness, and if that he do anything amiss, by and by he 


_ Fepenteth’ him, for in as much as his mind is bent unto 


righteousness, he fretteth away naughtiness, and imme- 
diately mendeth his misdeeds, and correcteth the corrup- 
tions of his mind. But if his mind incline unto evil, all 
his doings tend unto naughtiness, insomuch, that he 
thrusteth away the good and taketh unto him the bad, 
because he is under the dominion of Belial; and .if he 
do any good thing, he turneth the same unto eyil.. For 


if he begin to do any good, he bringeth the endof his 
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_ doings to an evil work, because the treasure of his heart 


is infected with the venom of a devilish and mischievous 


spirit, and therefore the evil overmasteretlt the good in 
his'mind, and bringeth the end of the thing to nanghti- 
ness. Some man sheweth compassion upon him that 
serveth his turn in naughtiness ; that man hath two faces, 
and that deed of his is nothing but lewdness. Another 
man loveth ungraciousness, and he is lewd likewise: and 
although he could find in his heart to die for the compass 
of his evil, yet it is manifest that he is double-faced, and 
his doing is altogether wickedness. For hislove being but 


lewdness, doth, as it were, cloak his evil’ witha good 


wicked end. Another also he doth open wrong,’ pilleth — 


and polleth, is covetous, and pitieth not the poor” He 
also hath a double face, and all this is wickedners ; for in 
being niggardly towards his neighbour, he provoketh 
God’s wrath and denieth the highest in not pitying the 
poor. He despiseth and spiteth the Lord which is the 
commander of the Law, he suffereth not the poor to rest, 
he defileth his own soul to make his body gay, he killeth 
many and pitieth few: this is the part of a double-faced 
or vexeth many men piteously with his power and ‘riches, 
‘nd yet abgtaineth from meats; his fast is bad, for he 
doth the commandments with an evil conscience; and’ that 
is double-faced dealing, which is altogether naught, ‘Such 


_ ‘wiamner of folk are right swine and hares, for they seein 


name; whereas the drift of his doings tendeth unto” 


i 
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‘to be half-clean: but im very deed they are utterly. un- 


clean. You, therefore, my children, become not like 
them, neither bear ye in one hood two faces, the one of 
goodness ; for in goodness doth God rest, and men like 
well of it, ‘Shun nanghtiness and kill the devil in your 
good works; for they that are double-faced serve not 
God but their own lusts, because they seek to please 
Belial, and such as are like themselves. Now, though 
plain-dealing men, and such as pretend but one face:are 
taken for offenders at the hands of such as bear two 


faces, yet are they righteous before Giod, for many in 


killing wicked persons do two works at once, namely, 


good by evil: but indeed the whole work is good, because 
he who hath rooted out the evil hath destroyed it. Some 
man hating his neighbour, mercifully blameth him for 
his adultery, or theft, such a man is double-faced, but 
yet is the whole work good, because he followeth the 
Lord’s example, not respecting what seemeth good when 
it is evil indeed.. Another will not make merry with 


‘rioters, lest he chould be stained by them, and defile his 


own soul. This man also is double-faced, but yet are all 
his doings good ; and he is like a roe or a stag, which in 
acommon wild herd seem to be unclean, and yet are 
altogether clean, because he walketh im the zeal of the 
Lord, shunning and hating those whom God willeth to be — 
shunned in his. commandments, and so, killeth the,evil 
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two inall things, one against the other, and the one hidden 
under the other: Death sueceedeth to life, shame to 
glory, night to day, and darkness unto light. Aill righ- 
eternal life over-master death. It is not to be said, that 
truth is untruth, righteousness unrighteousness, or right 
80 all 
truth is under light. 

“TI have practised all these things in my life, and not 
strayed from the truth of the Lord, but sought out the 
commandments of the Highest to the uttermost of my 
power, and walked with one face in goodness. Take heed, 
therefore, my children, to the Lord’s commandments, and 
error hateth those that fight against it. Keep the law of 
have an eye to the thing that is good indeed, and keep — 
the same, returning to the Lord in all his commandments, 
_ and resting upon him for the ends whereat men do aim, 
do show their righteousness, and know the angels of 
the Lord from the angels of Satan. For if ye cleave to 


wicked spirits, your souls shall be tormented of the 

wicked spirits, your souls shall be tormented of the wieked 

spirit whom ye serve, in wicked lusts and works. But if 

ye quietly and cheerfully acquaint yourselves with the 

angel of peace, he shall comfort you in your life-time. 
H 2 


‘ ‘ 
- 
$i 
J 


not the angel, and perished for ever. For I am sure that 
ye shall sin, and be delivered into the hands of your 
enemies ; your: land shall be laid waste, and yourselves 
chall be scattered into the four corners of the earth, and 
be despised as unprofitable water in your dispersing 
~—- abroad; until the Highest do visit the earth, eating and 
~>>drinking as man, and breaking the serpent’s head in pieces 
without noise. He shall save Israel and all the heathen 
by water,(being God hidden in man.) Therefore, tell 
_ Writing in the tables of heaven. for the time will come 
_that they shall give no credit to the Law of the Lord; © 
. against. God, giving no heed to his law, but unto men’s 
_ commandments. For this cause shall ye be scattered 
broad, as.my brothers Gad and Dan, who were not 
acquainted with. their own country, tribe, or tongue. 
Nevertheless, the Luord shall gather you together again 
in faith, for the hope, of his mercy, for Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob's sake.” When he had so said, he commanded 
them to bury him in Hebron. And he died, sleeping a 
_ good sleep, and afterwards, his sons doing as he had 
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_ THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH, 
Made to his Children at his death concerning Chastity 


and Patience. 


“My sons and my brethren, hear ye Joseph the well- 
beloved of Israel. My children, hear your father. I . 
have known in my life envy and death, with which my 
brethren would have destroyed me. For they hated me, 
and God loved me; they would have killed me, and the. 
God of my father’s kept me ; they put me into a pit, and 
the most high brought me out again; I was sold as 
a bondman, and the Lord made me free; and his strong 
hand helped me. I was kept in hunger, and the Lord 
himself nourished me ; I was left alone, and the Lord 
comforted me ; I was sick, and the Lord visited me; I 
I was in prison, and the Saviour made me glad; Iwas 
fastened in chains, and the Lord unbound me ; he pleaded 
my cause in the accusations of the Egyptians; and not 
only delivered me from envy and deceit, but also exalted 
me, insomuch that Potipher, chief-steward of Pharoah’s 
house, did lend me lodging, where I was in jeopardy of 
my life, by reason of a shameless-woman, who énticed me 


. “prison for her, I was beat and_ mocked for her, yet the | 
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Lord caused the keeper.of the prison to be moved with 
mercy towards me. He forsaketh not them that fear him, 
neither ih darkness, bonds, tribulations, or necessities. 
God.is not ashamed as man, neither dreadeth he as men, 
neither shaketh or shrinketh he for fear as earthly men. 
He is present in all places, and im their most grievous 
sorrows he comforteth his. He goeth away for a 
season, to try the thoughts of their mind. He found me 
truly in ten temptations, and in every one I was constant 
and preserved.. For sufferance is a great medicine, and 
threaten my death? How often was I punished, and yet 
she called me again ? How often did she threaten me 
to die,’ because I would not have to do with her? She 
said unto me, “Thou shalt have goverment of me, and 
all. that is mine, if thou wilt give thyself unto me, and 
obey my desires, and thou shalt be Lord over us.” 
But I remembered the words of my father Jacob, and 
_ entering into my chamber, made my prayer unto the Lord 


“md fasted seven days; yet I appeared unto the Egyp- 


tian in the self-same estate of body as if I had lived 
in pleasures and delights. For they that fast for Giod 
receive beauty of face. When I had wine given me 
I drank none: and fasting three days, I took my meat 
daily, and gave it to the sick and needy, and early 
T.awoke unto the Lord and wept for Memphitica the 
Egyptian, because she was evermore troubling of me. She 
- cameunto me in the night, as though she would have 
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visited me. And first, truly, because she had never a son, 
she feigned to make me as her son. And I prayed to 
God to send her a son until which time she embraced me 
as though I had been her son and I perceived not the cause: 
And for a conclusion she drew me to have done fornication 
with her, and I, remembering myself, was sorrowful'to the 
_ death. And when she was gone out, I came to myself 
and sorrowed many days: for I perceived her deceit and 
error. And I spake unto her the words of the most high 
God, if peradventure she might be turned away from her 
pernicions concupiscence. Many times as to a holy man 
my chastity before her husband, who would utterly have 
destroyed me; both manifestly and secretly she said unto 
"me, fear not my husband, for he is assured of thy chastity, 
For if so be that any man showed him of thee ‘and me, he 
would not believe it. Because of this thing, Icovered me’ 
with sackcloth, and laid me flat upon the earth, and preyed 
unto Almighty God to deliver me from this womar of 
Egypt. When she could do nothing this way, she came 
unto me again armed with other reasons : that is tosay, that 
she would fain learn the word of God of me, and began 


to speak after this manner. “If thou wilt: have me to fors 
sake mine idols, follow my desire, and I will persuade™my 
husband the Egyptian to leave his idolatry, and we shall 
walk in the law of thy God.” I made answer to these 

things : God will have none to worship him with unclean- 
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ness, neither hath he any pleasufe in adulterers¢'and she 
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held her peace desiring to fulfil her concupiscence. And 
J fasted and prayed that God might deliver me from her. 
_ Again, at another time, she said unto me, if thou wilt not 
do adultery with me, | will kill my prince, and so by the 
law I shall take thee to my husband. When I heard that 
I rent my garments and said, woman I pray thee be 
ashamed of these things before God, and fear God, and 
do not such an abominable thing ; neither despair utterly, 
that thou drown not thyself in thine own evil; for 
if thou go about, I shall utter and declare the thoughts of thy 


not betray her wickedness, and so departed. Yet again she 
went about to beguile me with gifts, sending unto me all 
things that men have need of, and she sent me meat strewed 
about with enchantments. And as the eunuch brought it 
in, I beheld and saw a terrible fellow giving me a sword 
with the dish, and I perceived that she went about to de- 
ceive me. And when he was gone I wept and touched 
not the meat, nor any other of her sending for a good 
while after. After that she came to me, and said, “what is 
the matter that thou hast not eaten the meat?” And I 
_ gaid unto her, because thou hast poisoned it. Therefore 
thou: shalt know I will not come unto idols, but only unto 
God. Now understand therefore that the God of my 


' father, by his angel hath shewn thy mischief unto me. 
And I have kept thy meat to thy shame, if perchance thou — 


mightest repent, or learn that the malice of wicked doers 


iniquity. She fearing these sayings, prayed me that I would _ 


prevaileth not against them that worship’ the Lord-in | 
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chastity. And I took and did eat before her saying, the 
God of my fathers and the angel of Abraham shall be 
with me, and then she fell down at my feet and wept. 
lifting her, up, I exhorted her many ways, and she 
promised unto me that she would never do such iniquity 
after that day. Yet because her heart was mourning and 
did burn toward me in adultery, with sighs coming from 
the bottom of her stomach she cast down her-countenance. 
The Egyptian, her husband, perceiving her, said. .““Where- 


_ fore holdest thou down thy head ?” She answered, I am even 


sorrowful at the heart and he comforted her that was not 
without) and said ; “I am strangled or choaked ; I will break 
my neck, or else drown myself, without thou wilt obey me.” 
And I perceiving that the spirit of Belial troubled and vexed 
her, prayed unto the Lord my God, and said thus: Where- 
fore art thou vexed and troubled, all blind in sin? Remem- 


-ber thyself; for if thou do kill thyself, the concubine of thy 


and destroy the memory of thee from off the-earth. And 
she said unto me, “Have done, hayedone; Iperceivethat 
that thou defendest my life and children, I have good 
hope in time to come that I shall.obtain my wished desire.” 
And she perceived not, that for the love of my Lord God I 


said so, and not for her sake, Whatsoever he be that | 
___ followeth the concupiscence of his most filthy and.pernicious — 


+ husband called Secon envying thee, shall beat thy children | 


mews, "But all that could persuade: me nothing, insomuch 


88 
And if he hear any good thing in the passion.wherein he 


ie Overcome, he draweth the same to his'pernicious or 
filthy desire. I say unto you my sons, that it was about 
‘six of the clock when she went from me, and’ fell upon 
may knees, praying to God all that dey, with the night 
following. And about the break of day I arose weeping, 
that I might once be delivered from this Egyptian woman. 
Finally, she caught me fast by the garment, drawing me 
_ to have gone to bed with her. Then perceiving that she 
‘waxed mad and that violently, and with strength she held 
itty clothes, I Jet my clothes slip from me and fled away. 
‘Then she complained to her husband of me, who put me 
it prison ih ‘the king’s house. The day following after I 
was Gore beaten and cast into prison. And when I Jay 
‘bound in fetters, this Egyptian woman waxed sick for 


- sorrow, and hearkened how I Jauded God, being in a 


house and darkness. For I rejoicing with glad voice, 
- ‘glotified ‘my Giod, only, that by such occasion I was de- 
‘Hivered from the Egyptian woman. Yet she left not to 


\ttdnd hiearkening, and said, “Have done, and take the offer 


‘whieh ‘I put unto thee, and fulfil my desire, and I will 


that in thought I was not much inclined to the least desire 


of her. For God loveth him better who fasteth in chastity, 
being prison.df darkness, than him who ‘taketh his 
riches. For if a man live in and 
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(if God perceived it to be expedient for him) he giveth it 
unto him as he'hath done'unto me. Many times as though, 
she had been sick, she descended unto me unlooked for, 
and heard the yoiee of my praying, and stood the'more 
still, But when I heard her sigh, I held my peace; for 
in her house she stripped herself naked, breasts, legs, and. 
arms, whereby she might have made me in love ‘with her, 
for she was very fair and gloriously adorned to have deceived 
me, but God kept me from her works. Therefore, my 
sons, behold what suffering with prayer and fasting doth. 
And therefore if you love eoberness and chastity ‘in suffer- 
ance, and humility of heart, the Lord shall dwell in you, 


for he loveth sobriety : and when the most high doth dwell — 


in aman, although he chance to fall into envy, or bondage, 
or who dwelleth in 
glorify him che ath dn me fo bis lay within 
in word, in deed, and thought. os 

yet I was never prouderthereofin my heart. For, though 
I was a child, I had ever the fear of God in my mind. 
When 1 grew into age I moderated myself, aud honoured 


my brethren whom I feared. I held my peace when Iwas 
gold, because I would not have the Ishmaelites to know - 


my stock and kindred, how I was the son of Jacob a man 


deedsthefearof God, and honour your brethren; forall 


; | 
of great strength and power. ‘Therefore, have you im your 
‘men that observe the law of God'are loved of him. Then 


I came with the Ishmaelites to a certain place called Indo- 


clip, and they demanded’of me who I was: and I said (because 


I would not reprove my brethren) that I was one of their 
household ‘staves. Then, said the chief of them, thou art 
no slave, for thy countenance doth shew thee what thou 
art. . And he threatened me unto the death, yet for all 
that, I said again I was their slave. But when we came 


again into Egypt they began to strive who should have 
me for the money that was paid, and they agreed that I 


should abide in Egypt with a merchant of their fraternity, 
until such time as they had made their merchandise and 
returned again; and God gave me grace in the sight of the 


merchant, that he gave me the charge of his house, and 
the Lord blessed him by my hand; for the Lord gavehim 


plenty of gold and silver, and I was with him three months 
and five days. In this time passed by Memphitica the 
wife of Potiphar, in great glory, and she cast her eyes 
upon me, (for the eunuchs had shewn her of me) and she 
shewed her husband of the merchant who was made rich 
by the hand of a young man being an Hebrew, and she 
said they had stole him out of the land of Canaan, there- 
fore do now judgment upon him, and take the young man 
to be your steward and the God of the Hebrews shall 
bless you, for grace from heaven is inhim. Potipbar, her 


to be sent for, and said unto him, “What do I hear of thée 


that stealeth souls out of the land of the Hebrews; in 
selling of children?” ‘The merchant fell down upon his 
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knees and prayed him, egiging, “I beseech the Lord shew 
me, for I know not what thou sayest.” He answered again, 
““W here gatestthou this Hebrew child ?” And he said “The 
Ishmaelites left him with me until they came this way 
again.” When he had said so Potiphar said, “Bring the 


young man hither,” and being brought in, did reverence | 


to the prince of the eunuchs, for he was the third man in 
dignity with Pharoah, and. the prince of all. the eunuchs . 
and he had wife, children, and concubines. .And when he 


had taken me apart, he said, “Art thou bond, or art — 


hou free?” I answered, bond. And he. said unto me, 
“Whose bond-man art thou ?” 1 answered him, the Ishma- 
elites. And he said unto me, “How came it to pass. that 
thou was made their bond-man?” And I said, they bought, 
me in the land of Canaan ; yet he would not believe me, 
saying, “Truly thou lies,” and commanded me to. be beat. 
Memphitica, his wife, spied me beaten at a window, and 
sent unto her husband, saying, “Thy judgment is unjust; 
for thou dost punish wrongfully the young man that is 


stolen.” But, because I changed not my word, yet again . 


af 


was I, beaten, and ordered to: be kept at his commandment 
till such time..as my masters came. And his wife said 
unto him, “Wherefore do ye keep. in captivity the noble 


child ; it were more charity to let him go and to beat you.” 7 


She would fain have spied me in desire of sin, and I knew 
nothing of this, He said again to Memphitica, “It is not 


goods before he shew him of it.” He said that of the 
merchant, and of me,- when I should be imprisoned. 
Twenty-four days after that, the Ishmaelites came, and they 


honest among the Egyptians to take away another man’s — 
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my fathers heavy for me, said unto 
‘me, “ is it that thou Said thou was a bond-man, 
and now we know thee to be the son of a great man in the 
Land of Canaan, and thy father sorroweth for thee in 
a sackcloth.” Then F would fain have wept, yet I refrained 
, myself for shaming of my brethren, and said, I know it not , 
bond-man. Then they took council amongst 
themselves, whether, or to whom they might sell me, lest 
I should be found in their hands; for they feared Jacob, 
“Neste should be revenged upon them : for they had 
‘heard that he’ was mighty both to God and man. Then 
sid the merchant to them, “Redeem him now from the 
_ Judgment of Potiphar,” They hearing this, went and asked 
, forme, saying, that they had bought me for money, and 
delivered me. “Memphitica spake unto her husband to 
buy me; for'she said, “I hear say they would sell him.” 
they evinuch to the Ishmaelites and desired to 
‘and when he could not bargain with them he re- 
turliedidtid shéwed her that they asked a great price for the 
¢hild, she'sent again another eunuch, saying, “Although 
_ they ask’two besances of gold, see that thou spare not for 
‘thtonéy, but buy the child, and bring him to me.” He paid 
*« eighty golden’ crowns for me, and said to his lady that he 
i)... paid an hundred ; and I perceiving this held my peace, lest 
» © the eunuch should have been searched. Behold my sons 
what I have sustained, love one of ‘you another, and 
with ‘continuance cast out from among you deceitful minds; 
tor God delighteth in the concord of brethren, anid hitf © 
pleasure also in the love choice of proved hei 
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I gave unto them their money, and never gave reproach 

unto them, but comforted them, and after the death of 
Jacob I loved them more abundantly, and all that ever he, 
commanded me I did very gladly, and they marvelled be-~ 
cause I suffered not them to be troubled for a small cause, 
for all that was in my powerl gave them. Their children 
were reputed to me as my own, and my own children as 
their servants. Their life was my life, and their sorrow 
was my sorrow, and all their infirmity or disease was mine ; 
my land was their Jand, my council was their council, 
and I never exalted myself above them in pride for my. own: 
worldly glory, but was amongst them as one of the least. 
Therefore, my sons, if ye walk in the commandments of 
the Lord, the Lord shall exalt you and bless you in riches 
perpetual. And if any man will do evil .to you, with” 
meekness look that ye pray for him, and God shall deliver” 
you from all evil. For behold and see, that for my long 


and there was given to me with her an hundred talents ~— 
of gold, for God made them to serve me; and gave me . 
beauty that I should be as a flower above them that were 
fair in Israel, and he kept me unto my age both in strength’ 

“And what dreams I have seen; my-Children now hear. 
There were twelve harts feeding, anti nine were divided 


virgin born, having a white silken robe, and of her came — 
forth an immaculate lamb. And on the left ‘side of the 
said lamb was as it were a lion, and all beasts made 
12 


sufferance the daughter of my lord was given me to wife, <2 


abroad in the earth ; also I saw how that of Judahwasa 
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under his feet, and in him joyed the angels, the men, and 
all the’earth. These things shall come to pass in their 
time, that is to say in the latter days. Therefore, my sons, 
keep thecommandments of the Lord, and honour Judah 
and Levi. For of them to you shall spring the lamb of 
God, who,’ by his grace, shall preserve all Gentiles and 
Israel. “The kingdom of him is a kingdom eternal, which 
shall never’ pass. For my kingdom shall end in you, as 
the keeping’ of an orchard; for after the harvest it shall 
the Egyptians shall trouble you, but God shall revenge 
you, and bring’ yon to the promised land which he sware_ 
to Abraham, lsadc, and Jacob. But carry my bones with 
you ; for in'so doing the Lord shall be in the light with 
you against the Egyptians,-and Belial shal] be in darkness 
with the Egyptians. Also carry with you your mother 
Zilpha,; and nigh unto the valley, near unto Rachael bury her- 

‘When he had said'these words, he stretched forth his 
feet, and slept ‘the sleep ofall the world. Then they em- 
balmed him ‘with ‘spices, putting him in a chest in Egypt, 
“after ie had lived one hundred and ten years, who saw 
Ephraim’s-children unto the third generation. And unto 
Machir the son of Manasseh were children born on Joseph’s 
knees. ‘After this, all they of Israel bewailed him, and all 
the Egyptians with great mourning; for he had com- 
| 
them ood a al men and seasons, | 
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THE TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN, 
Made to his Children at his death, concerning a clean Mind. 


The copy of Benjamin's words which he uttered to his 


children, being of the age of an hundred and twenty 
years. He kissed them, and said: “ As Isaac was born 


in the hundredth year of Abraham, so was I in the 


hundredth year of Jacob: and because Rachel died at 
my birth, I sucked her bond-woman, Bilha. For after 
that Rachel had born Joseph, she was barren twelve 
years. And when she had prayed to the Lord in those 
twelve years, she conceived, and bare me; for my father 


loved Rachel exceedingly, and wished to see two sons by — 


her ; and therefore I was called Benjamin, that is to say, 
the son of my days, or the son of my sorrow, because my 
mother died in the birth of me. When I came first into 
Egypt, and that my brother Joseph knew me, he said to 

me, “ What said they to my father when they had sold 
oP I answered, they stained thy coat with blood, 
bringing it to him said, “See if this be thy son’s coat or 
no?” And my brother also said unto me, “ Truly, when 


_ the Ishmaelites took me, one of them stripping me out of 
my coat, gave me a thin shirt to put on, and lashing me — 
with a whip, made me run, And as he went aside to hide 


my garment, a lion met him, and slew him, and his 
partners being afraid, sold me to their fellows. You Sep 
418 
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fore, my children, love the God of heaven, and obey his. 
commandments, following that good and holy man, 
Joseph, and let your mind be set upon goodness, as you 
know that mine hath been. ‘He that hath a good mind 
looketh rightly above all things. Fear God, and love 
your neighbours ; and then, although the spirit of Belial 


_ tempt you to all wickedness to trouble you, yet it shall 


not get thé uppermost hand of you no more than it did 
my bratiier Joseph. How many folks would have killed 
him, andyet ‘God defended him? For he that feareth 
God and loveth his neighbour, cannot be wounded by the 
airy spirit Belial ; and he that is shielded with the fear of 
the Lord is safe from harm both of man and beast, and 
cannot be overcome, because he is helped by the love. 


_ of God which he hath'towards his neighbour ; for Joseph 
_ besought our father Jacob to pray for my brethren to the 


Lord, that he would not lay unto their charges the mis- 
chief that they had devised against him. Whereat, 
Jacob cried’ out, “*O son of Joseph, thou hast overcome 


my heart.” And herewithal, embracing him, he kissed 


him two hours together, and said: “In thee shall the 
prophecy of heaven be resembled to the full, concerning 
the Lamb of God and Saviour of the world, that the 
unspotted shall be delivered for the wicked doers, and 
he that is without sin shall die for sinners in the blood of » 
his testament, to the salvation both of the Gentiles and 
of Israel; and he shall dash Belial and all his servants. 


| _ My children, look upon the end of that good man, and 
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follow his mercifulness with a good mind, that you also 
may have a crown of glory upon your heads. A good 
man hath not a dark eye; for he is merciful and pitiful to 
all men; yea, though they be sinners and have devised 
mischief against him; and he that doeth good overcometh 
evil, by the defence of goodness; and he loveth the 
righteous as his own soul. If another man be Honoured 
he envieth him not; if a man be enriched, it grieveth 
him not; if a man be strong or valiant he praiseth him, 
and believes him also to be chaste; he defendeth him 
that hath the fear of God. He worketh together with 
him that loveth God; and if a man forsake the Al- 
mighty, he warneth him to return again; whosoever hath 
the grace of the good spirit, him doth he love as his own 
praiseth and honoureth God. My children, if ye have a 
good mind evil men shall stand in awe of you, and the 
unprosperous shall for very shame be converted to good- 
ness. So that covetous men shall not only depart from 
their niggardliness, but also give of their abundance to 
_the needy. If ye are doers of good, both unclean spirits 
shall flee from you, and cunning beasts shall depart at 


sight of you. For where the regard of good works are 


in the mind, there darkness flieth away. For if he do 
4, wrong. to a holy man, he is sorry for it. And if a 
holy man receive wrong, he: pitieth the doer, and putteth 
up.with silence. And if any man betray a righteous 


soul, and the righteous pray for his betrayer, the betrayer _ 
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|” gnd the father of seven mischiefs. For when the mind hath 


‘is not a little disgraced, and the righteous become the 
much more able afterwards, as did my father Joseph. 

The guileful spirit of Belial hath no power over a 
good man’s mind ; for the angel of peace guideth his 


things, nor raketh together riches in the desire of volup- 
tuousness. He is not delighted with pleasures. He 
grieveth not his neighbour. He stuffeth not himself with 
meat, neither wandereth he in the pride of his eyes; for 
the Lord is his portion. He taketh no glory for 
him, nor yet can he kill in any fraud or guile, untruth, 
strife, or slander; for the Lord dwelleth in him, and 
enlighteneth his mind, and he rejoiceth before all men to 
@ good time. A good man hath not two tongues, one to 


bless with, and another to curse with ; one to slander with, 


and another to honour with ; one of sorrow and another of 
joy; one ‘of quietness‘and another of trouble; one of dis- 


_ simulation, and another of truth; one of poverty and 


another of riches ; but with one only disposition pure 


and uncorrupt towards all. It hath no double sight 


or double hearing. For in all things that he does, 


- peaks, or sees, he knoweth that the Lord beholdeth his 


heart, and therefore he cleanseth his mind that he may 
not be found faulty before God and. man.. But all the . 


 —=-works of Belial are double, and utterly void of simplicity. 


Shun the nanghtiness of Belial; for at the first he de- 
lighteth those that obey him, but in the end he’ is a sword 
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once conceived by Belial, it bringeth forth, first envy, 
for that cause was Cain tormented with seven punishments 
by God ; for in seven years together, God brought every 
year a new plague upon Cain. ‘Two hundred years he 
suffered, and in the nine hundredth year the earth was 
made desolate with the flood for his righteous brother 
Abel’s sake. In seven hundred years is Cain judged, and 
Lamech in seventy times seven. For they that are like 
Cain in spitefulness and hatred towards their brethren, 
shall be punished with the same punishment for ever, as 
he was. You, therefore, my children, eschew malice and 
hatred towards your brethren, and cleave to goodness and 


lovingness. He that hath a mind clean in love, looketh- 


not upon a woman in way of lechery. For he hath no 
defiling in his heart, because the spirit of the Lord resteth 
in him. For asthe sun is not defiled. by shining upon a 


puddle or dunghill, but doeth rather dry up and drive . 


away the stench: even so, a pure mind striveth against 
the uncleanness of the earth, and overeometh’it, but is 
not defiled itself. And I perceived by the sayings of the 
righteous Enoch, that there shall be evil deeds among 
you; for you shall defile yourselves with the fornication 


of Sodom, and all perish except a few, and multiply in- 


ordinate lusts in women, and the reign of the Lord shall — 


not be among you; for he shall take it away suddenly. 


_ Nevertheless, the Lord’s temple shall be made in our por- 
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tion,-and it shall be. glorious amongst you. For the 
twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 


_ nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 


salvation in the visitation of his only begottep. And he 
shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 


_ suffer wrong, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 
piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 


rent.asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 
upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 
from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 
He shall remember how base he hath been upon earth, 
and how glorious he is in heaven. When Joseph was in 


os Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 


form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him aweke in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of you truly 


and rightfully with his neighbour; work ye justly and 


faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 
for'that do I teach you instead of all inheritance : and 
give you the same to your children for an everlasting 


© possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
f © | gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 
=. the Lord’s commandments till he reveal his saving health 
unto all nations. Then shall yeseeEnoch, Noah, Shem, 


_ Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with 
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his own sceptre, worshiping (the king of heaven,’ who 
appeared on earth in the base shape of/man. /] As many 
as believe in him shall rejoice with him at that And 
all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 
shame. Aad the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 
the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
believed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 
Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 
not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 
reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 
he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 
his brethren by fornication’ and idolatry, who were es- 
tranged from Cod, and fell away from the inheritance 
of the children, because they feared not God. But if you 
walk in holiness before the Lord ye shall dwell in hope 


again in me, And all Israel shall be gathered ‘to the ~ 
Lord, and I shall no more be called a ravening wolf for * ~~ 


your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s who 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in my seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the Lord, whose voice shall 


and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, 
and shall come up to save Israel. He shall take from 


be heard upon the earth, and he #hail give new knowledge | (am 


them asa wolf, and give to the synagogue of the Gentiles jj 
to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as | 


musical melody in the mouths of all men, and his doings ¥ye 
and sayings shall be written in holy books. He shall be #9 
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may father Jacob 

defaults of thy tribe. coded 
of Egypt, and. bury them in Hebron by his fathers. So 
Benjamin died an hundred and twenty-five years old, in 
‘@ good age, and they put him ina coffin, and in the 
ninety-first year before the departure of the Israelites out 
of Egypt, they and their brethren conveyed their father’s 


him in Hebron at: the feet of his fathers, and returned 


“again out of the land of Canaan, and dwelt in Egypt till 
the day of their departure thence all together. 
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tion, and it shall be glorious amongst you. For the 
Lord himself shal] take the kingdom upon him, and the 
twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 
nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 
salvation in the visitation of bis only begottep. And he 
shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 
suffer wroug, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 
piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 
rent. asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 
upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 
from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 
He shall remember how base he hath been upon earth, 
and how glorious he is in heaven. When Joseph was in 
Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 
form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him aweke in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of . you truly 


and nghtfully with his neighbour; work ye justly and 


faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 

for that do I teach you instead of all inheritance: and 
give you the same to your children for an everlasting 
possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 
the Lord’s commandments till he reveal his saving health 


~ unto all nations. Then shall ye seeEnoch, Noah, Shem, 


Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with 


_ _joyfulness. Then shall we rise also every one of us to 
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‘his own. sceptre, worshiping (the king of heaven,’ who 

appeared on earth in the base shape of/man. }/ As many 
as believe in him shall rejoice with him at that And 

all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 
shame. Ang the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 
the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
believed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 
Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 
not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 
reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 
he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 
his brethren by fornication’ and idolatry, who were es- 
tranged from (God, and fell away from the inheritance 
of the children, because they feared not God. But if you 
walk in holiness before the Lord ye shall dwell in hope 
again in me. And all Israel shall be gathered ‘to the. 
Lord, and I shall no more be called a ravening wolf for — 
your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s who 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in miy seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the Lord, whose voice shall § 

be heard upon the earth, and he shall give new knowledge J] tm 
and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, [9 
and shall come up to save Israel. He shall take from 
them as a wolf, and give to the synagogue of the Gentiles | 
to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as | 
musical melody in the mouths of all men, and his doings ¥ 
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tion, and it shall be glorious amongst you. For the 
Lord himself shall take the kingdom upon him, and the 
twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 
nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 
salvation in the visitation of his only begottep. And he 
shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 
suffer wroug, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 
piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 
rent. asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 
upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 
from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 
He shall remember how base he hath been upon earth, 
and how glorious he is in heaven. When Joseph was in 
Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 
form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him aweke in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of you truly 


_ , and rightfully with his neighbour; work ye justly and 


- faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 


_ the Lord’s commandments till he reveal his saving health 


for that do I teach you instead of all inheritance: and 
give you the same to your children for an everlasting 
possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 


unto all nations. ‘Then shall ye see Enoch, Noah, Shem, 


Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with — 
Then shall we rise 
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his own sceptre, worshiping (the king of heaven,’ who 
appeared on earth in the base shimpe of/man. jj As many 
as believe in him shall rejoice with him at that ime. And 
all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 

_ shame. Aad the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 
the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
believed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 
Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 
not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 
reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 

he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 
his brethren by fornication’ and idolatry, who were es- 
tranged from (tod, and fell away from the inheritance 

of the children, because they feared not God. But if you 
walk in holiness before the Lord ye shall dwell in hope 
again in me, And all Israel shall be gathered ‘to the ~ 
Lord, and I shall no more be called a ravening wolf for « 
your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s who 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in miy seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the Lord, whose voice shall [yy 
be heard upon the earth, and he shall give new knowledge J \aam 
and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, [Uae 
and shall come up to save Israel. He shall take from 


to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as yim 
musical melody in the mouths of all men, and his doings ¥ 
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galvation in the visitation of his only begotten. And he 


tion, and it shall be glorious amongst you. For the 
Lord himself shall take the kingdom upon him, and the 
twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 
nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 


shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 
suffer wrong, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 
piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 
rent.asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 
upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 
from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 
He shall remember how base he hath been upon earth, 
and how glorious he is in heaven. _, When Joseph was in 
Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 
form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him aweke in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of you truly _ 


, and rightfully with his neighbour; work ye justly and 


faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 


i \ for that do I teach you instead of all inheritance: and 


give you the same to your children for an everlasting 
possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 
the Lord’s commandments till he reveal his saving health 
unto all nations. Then shall ye see Enoch, Noah, Shem, 


Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with 
eee Then shall we rise aleo every one of usta 
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his own sceptre, worshiping {the king of heaven,’ who 
appeared on earth in the base shape of/man. |) As many 
as believe in\him shall rejoice with him at that And 
all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 
shame. Aag the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 
the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
believed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 
Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 
not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 
reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 
he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 
his brethren by fornication and idolatry, who were es- 
_ tranged from (God, and fell away from the inheritance 
of the children, because they feared not God. But if you 
walk in holiness before the Lord ye shall dwell in hope 
again in me. And all Israel shall be gathered ‘to the. 
Lord, and I shall no more be called a ravening wolf for 
your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s who 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in miy seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the Lord, whose voice shall § 
be heard upon the earth, and he shall give new knowledge J 
and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, 
and shall come up to save Israel. He shalltake from ) J 
them as a wolf, and give to the synagogue of the Gentiles 9) 
to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as ij 3 
musical melody in the mouths of all men, and his doings Fi 
‘and sayings shall be written in holy books. He shall be uum 
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tion, and it shall be glorious amongst you. For the 
Lord himself shall take the kingdom upon him, and the 


twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 


nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 


salvation in the visitation of bis only begottep. And he __ 


shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 
suffer wrong, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 
piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 
rent.asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 
upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 
from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 
He shall remember how base he hath been upon earth, 


and how glorious he is in heaven. When Joseph was in 


Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 
form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him awake in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of you truly 


., and nghtfuily with his neighbour; work ye justly and 


faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 
for that do I teach you instead of all inheritance: and 


_ give you the same to your children for an everlasting 
=. possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 


gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 


unto all nations. Then shall ye see Enoch, Noah, Shem, 


_ Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with 
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his own sceptre, worshiping (the king of heaven,’ who 
appeared on earth in the base shape of/man. j] As many 

as believe in him shall rejoice with him atthat time. And 

all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 

- shame. Ang the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 

the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
belie¥ed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 

Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 

not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 

reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 

he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 

his brethren by fornication and idolatry, who were es- 
tranged from God, and fell away from the inheritance | | 
of the children, because they feared not God. But if you 
walk in holiness before the, Lord ye shall dwell in hope A 
again in me. And all Israel shall be gathered ‘to the, | 
Lord, and I shall no more be called a ravening wolf for © 
your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s who 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in mty seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the Lord, whose voice shall § 

be heard upon the earth, and he shall give new knowledge | tame 
and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, [ie 
and shall come up to save Israel. He shalktake from 
them as a wolf, and give to the synagogue of the Gentiles 4/ @ 
to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as “Jee 
musical melody in the mouths of all men, and his doings 4 
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tion, and it shall be glorious amongst you. For the 
Lord himself shall take the kingdom upon him, and the 
twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 
nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 
salvation in the visitation of bis only begottep. And he 
shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 
suffer wrong, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 
piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 
rent.asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 
upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 
from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 
He shal] remember how base he hath been upon earth, 
and how glorious he is in heaven. When Joseph was in 
Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 
form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him awoke in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of you truly 


, and rightfully with his neighbour; work ye justly and 


faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 
for that do I teach you instead of all inheritance : and 
give you the same to your children for an everlasting 
possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 
the Lord’s commandments till he reveal his saving health 
unto all nations. Then shall ye see Enoch, Noah, Shem, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with 
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his own sceptre, worshiping (the king of heaven,’ w 
appeared on earth in the base shape of/man. jj As many 
as believe in him shall rejoice with him at that ‘hea 
all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 
shame. Aang the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 
the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
believed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 
Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 
not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 
reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 
he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 
his brethren by fornication’ and idolatry, who were es- 
tranged from God, and fell away from the inheritance 
of the children, because they feared not God. But if you 
walk in holiness before the Lord ye shall dwell in hope _ 
again in me. And all Israel shall be gathered ‘to the ~ 
Lord, and I shall no more’ ravening well 
your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s whe 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in my seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the Lord, whose voice shall Bites 
be heard upon the earth, and he shail give new knowledge J tam 
and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, [ae 
and shall come up to save Israel. He shalktake from J 
them as a wolf, and give to the synagogue of the Gentiles Jf 
to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as “Jem 
musical melody in the mouths of all men, and his doings | 
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tion, and it shall be glorious amongst you. For the 
twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 
nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 
salvation in the visitation of his only begottep. And he 
shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 
_ suffer wrong, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 
piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 
rent. asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 
upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 
from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 
He shall remember how base he hath been upon earth, 
and how glorious he is in heaven. When Joseph was in 
Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 
form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him awake’in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
q that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of you truly 
© , and rightfully with his neighbour; work ye justly and 
, faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 
= \ for that do I teach you instead of all inheritance: and 
* give you the same to your children for an everlasting 
possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
"~ gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 
~. the Lord’s commandments till he reveal his saving health 
all nations. Then shall ye see Enoch, Noah, Shem, 
5 § Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with 
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his own sceptre, worshiping (the king of heaven,’ who 
appeared on earth in the base shape of/man. jj As many 
as believe in him shall rejoice with him at that And 
all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 
shame. Ang the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 
the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
believed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 
Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 
not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 
reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 
he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 
his brethren by fornication and idolatry, who were es- 
tranged from (tod, and fell away from the inheritance | 
of the children, because they feared not God. Butifyon @ 
walk in holiness before the Lord ye shall dwell in hope 
again in me. And all Israel shall be gathered the ~ 
Lord, and I shall no more be called a ravening wolf for 
your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s who 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in my seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the ‘Lord, whose voice shall [iam 
be heard upon the earth, and he hall give new knowledge J Jam 
and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, 

and shall come up to save Israel. He shalltake from {#5 
them asa wolf, and give to the synagogue of the Gentiles B 2 
to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as rj a 


musical melody in the mouths of all men, and his doings Fem 
‘and sayings shall be written in holy books. He shall be #@ 
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tion, and it shall be glorious amongst you. For the 
Lord himself shal] take the kingdom upon him, and the 
twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 
nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 
salvation in the visitation of bis only begottep. And he 
shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 


_ suffer wrong, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 


piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 
rent asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 
upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 
from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 
He shal] remember how base he hath been upon earth, 
and how glorious he is in heaven. When Joseph was in 
Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 
form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him awske in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of . you truly 


, and rightfully with his neighbour; work ye justly and 


faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 

for that do I teach you instead of all inheritance: and 
give you the same to your children for an everlasting 
possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 
the Lord’s commandments till he reveal his saving health 


|. unto all nations. Then shall ye see Enoch, Noah, Shem, | 
—s- Abraham, Ieaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with 
 _joyfulness. Then shall we rise also every one of usta 
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his own sceptre, worshiping {the king of heaven,’ who 
appeared on earth in the base shape of/man.}/ As many 
as believe in him shall rejoice with him at that And 
all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 
_ shame. Aad the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 
the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
believed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 
Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 
not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 
_ reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 
he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 
his brethren by fornication and idolatry, who were es- 
tranged from (od, and fell away from the inheritance 
of the children, because they feared not God. But if you 
walk in holiness before the Lord ye shall dwell in hope 
again in me. And all Israel shall be gathered ‘to the ~ 
Lord, and I shall no more be called a ravening wolf for ~ 
your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s who 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in mly seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the Lord, whose voice shall P)rg 
be heard upon the earth, and he shall give new knowledge J am 
and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, | 

and shall come up to save Israel. He shalltake from 
them as a wolf, and give to the synagogue of the Gentiles Ay | 
to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as “Jp 
musical melody in the mouths of all men, and his doings } P 
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tion, and it shall be glorious amongst you. For the 
Lord himself shall take the kingdom upon him, and the 
twelve tribes shall be gathered together there, and all 
nations shall resort thither, until the Most High send his 
salvation in the visitation of his only begottep. And he 
shall enter into the first temple, and there the Lord shall 


_ suffer wroug, and be despised, and be lifted up unto a 


piece of timber. And the vail of the temple shall be 
rent. asunder, and the spirit of the Lord shall come down 


upon the Gentiles, poured out as fire; and rising up 


from the grave, he shall ascend from earth to heaven. 


He shal] remember how base he hath been upon earth, 
and how glorious he is in heaven. When Joseph was in 
Egypt I very much desired to see his person and the 
form of his countenance, and through the prayers of my 
father Jacob, I saw him aweke in the day of his full and 
perfect shape. Now, therefore, my children, know you 
that I shall die. Wherefore, deal every one of _ you truly 


, and nghtfully with his neighbour; work ye justly and 


faithfully, and keep ye the commandments of the Lord ; 

for that do I teach you instead of all inheritance : and 
give you the same to your children for an everlasting 
possession. For so did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
gave us all these things for an inheritance, saying, keep 


the Lord’s commandments till he reveal his saving health 


unto all nations. Then shall ye see Enoch, Noah, Shem, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sitting at his right hand with 
crear. Then shall we rise also every one of us te 
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his own sceptre, worshiping(the king of heaven,’ who 


appeared on earth in the base shiape of/man. |} As many 
as believe in him shall rejoice with bim at that ‘ta 
all these shall rise again to glory, and the residue unto 
shame. Aang the Lord shall first of all judge Israel for 
the unrighteousness committed against him, because they 
believed not in God that came in the flesh to deliver. 
Then shall he judge all nations, as many as believed 
not in him when he appeared on earth, and he shall 
reprove Israel among the chosen of the Gentiles, as 
he reproved Esau in the Midianites, that seduced 
his brethren by fornication and idolatry, who were es- 
tranged from God, and fell away from the inheritance 
of the children, because they feared not God. But if you 
walk in holiness before the Lord ye shall dwell in hope 
again in me. And all Israel shall be gathered ‘to the. 
Lord, and I shall no more be called a ravening wolf for © 
your robberies’ sakes, but I shall be called the Lord’s who 
giveth food unto such as do good. And in mty seed shall 
be raised up the beloved of the Lord, whose voice shall § 
be heard upon the earth, and he shall give new knowledge . 
and enlighten all nations with light of understanding, FF 
and shall come up to save Israel. He shall take from 
them asa wolf, and give to the synagogue of the Gentiles | 


to the world’s end. He shall be among their princes as i — 
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